
A Wagonload of Wigginses…and 
some of their kin 

November, 2018 

Don Casada 

Abraham Wiggins 
(1762-1850) 

Guess who? 
(1726-1791) 

Note: this painting has been ascribed to both this Abraham and his son, Abraham, Jr. 
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Abraham Wiggins (1761/62-1850)  Nancy Colvard* (1767-1867) 

Jason 
(1818-1887) 

Married 
Rebecca Elizabeth Kirkland 

(1822-1905) 
In 1840 

James Holland 
(1805-1870) 

married 
Mary “Polly” Sherrill 

(1812-1871) 
in 1832 

Abraham, Jr 
(1800-1880) 

married 
Margaret “Peggy”Deaver 

(1803-1888) 
in 1826 

Sarah 
(1795-1869) 

married 
John Shuler 
(1784-1869) 

in 1820 

* Or Calvert 

Note: there were other children born to Abraham and Nancy, but our 
look will be limited to these four. 



A bit about Abraham 

• Abraham was born in 1761 or 1762 in Monmouth County, NJ (shore 

of New Jersey, about 25 miles south of Manhattan) 

• He claimed to have served in the Revolutionary War, entering 

service in Wilkes County in March, 1780, first serving under Captain 

James Henderson. 

• Re-enlisted for 3 month stints several times, remaining until the end 

of the war. 

• Cited Mark Coleman, Andrew Welch, William H Thomas, John 

McDowell and Samuel Sherrill as character references.  McDowell (a 

clergyman) and Ebenezer Newton signed an affidavit as to his 

character.   This was before Joseph Welch, Esq. in the Court of Pleas 

and Quarter Sessions, held in Franklin in September 1845. 

• His application for a pension was rejected in 1873 – almost a 

quarter century after his death. 
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A bit about Nancy Colvard/Calvert 

• Nancy was born in Goochland County, Virginia, daughter of 

William Colvard and Mercy Holland 

• The family name “Colvard” is a variant of Calvert, the family of 

Leonard Calvert, first governor of the Maryland Colony, and 

Cecil Calvert, Lord Baltimore 

• The Calverts included blue bloods; there’s a much more 

intriguing connection as we’ll see in a bit. 
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Calvert County, Maryland 



Goochland County, Virginia 
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St. Mary’s County, Maryland 



Two patriarchs whose progeny populated our area: 
Cecil Calvert (Lord Baltimore) and Garrett Van Sweringen, who lived 

in St. Mary’s 
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Descendants of Garrett Van Swe(a)ringen include the early Beck, Conner, Stillwell and Hall 
families; Kansas Mary Jane Stallcup, who Wendy Meyers covered last month, descended 
from Swearingen, as did Robert L. Snelson who young Phoebe Carnes talked about last 
year (Joseph Harrison was his 2-g grandfather) 



Travels 

• Abraham and Nancy were married in Wilkes County 
in 1785.  At that time, Wilkes County included what 
is now Ashe County 
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The Colvards apparently moved from Virginia to NC in 1784 - 1785.  Union Baptist 
Church of Wilbar is on 262 acres they owned; it’s about a third of the way from North 
Wilkesboro to Jefferson.  (Source: Descendants of Virginia Calverts, Book XVII. 



In the 1800 census, they were listed in Burke County 
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Early land purchases 
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In 1803, Felix Walker, then of Rutherford County, sold a 174 acre 
tract on both sides of the Oconaluftee to Abram Wiggins “of 
Buncombe County” for $250 .  Based on the description, I 
suspect that it was in the area around the museum down to the 
old school grounds.  One of its boundaries was “the Indian line” 
– i.e., Meigs Line.  That line remained the boundary until 1819. 
 
He sold the property to Thomas Love in 1809 for $600. 
 
Note that Haywood County was formed in 1808, so they may 
very well have already been living in the area when he originally 
purchased the land.  If so, they’d have been among the first 
white settlers. 



The family acquired property over an extended area 

• Land grants: 

– Deep Creek 

– Betts Branch 

– Coopers Creek 

– Shepherds Creek 

– Alarka Creek 

– Tulula Creek in Graham County; Abraham, Jr 
acquired over 1250 acres there.  His son, William 
Burton acquired over 1000 acres in Graham.  A 
map of the area will be shown later. 
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There are 84 parcels of land in Swain County 
which are now under the name of Wiggins 
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Places in the Park 
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Sherrill Wiggins – head of Georges Branch of Indian Creek 

Moses Wiggins – head of Hammer Branch of Deep Creek 

Lee Wiggins – Juney Whank Branch 

Wes Wiggins – Toms Branch 

Mollie Shuler married Thad Beard of Indian Creek 

Eva Viola Shuler Beck was born at the uppermost home on Indian Creek 

Jim Ute Wiggins places on Noland Creek and Mill Creek 

Tiny Wiggins Kirkland on Chambers Creek (several of her children also had 

homes there) 

David Emanuel Nichols (son of Nancy Shuler) was born on Goldmine Branch 

Jack and Bland Wiggins Coburn owned over 10,000 acres of land in the Park; 

they lived at the mouth of Bone Valley Creek 



Wiggins places on lower Deep Creek 
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Toms Branch is named for 
Thomas Albert, eldest son of 
James Holland and Mary 
Elvira Sherrill. 



Over 40 descendants and spouses are buried in 
the Bryson City Cemetery  
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Abraham and Nancy’s children 1: Sarah Wiggins (1795-
1850) m. John Shuler (1784-1869) 

34 or 35 Descendants and spouses in the BC Cemetery (those listed in red below) 

• Son William Payton Shuler (1842-1926) m. Narcissus Enloe (1841-1897) 

– Mary “Mollie” Shuler (1867-1932) m. Thaddeus G. Beard (1868-1949). 

• Their children: Nancy Tella Beard Randall (1903-1960) and Richard P. Beard 
(1894-1924) 

• James F Shuler (1878-1957) m. Nora Laney (1887-1959) 

– Their daughter Eva Viola Shuler (1903-1991) m. Ralph Beck (1896-1959) 

• Son John Franklin Shuler (1824-1908) m. Sophronia Shope (1828-1900) 

– Eliza Shuler (1858-1917) m. William H. Murphy (1854-1944) 

• Their daughter Eudora Murphy m. William D. Martin (1869-1931) 

• Their daughter Margaret S. Murphy (1882-1953) m. George A. Morris (1871-
1956) 

– Their children Dora May Morris  (1908-1910), Fannie Morris (1910-1918), 
and George R. Morris (1923-1960) 
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(continued) Abraham and Nancy’s children 1: Sarah 
Wiggins (1795-1850) m. John Shuler (1784-1869)  

• Daughter Nancy Shuler (1830-1922) m. Billy Nichols (1820-1907) 
– Their son David Emanuel Nichols (1874-1938) m. 1) Sarah Cansada Painter (1872-

1926) and 2) Rosa Cole (1897-1937) 

• Their children: Nancy Nichols (1897-1925), William D. Nichols (1900-1968) m. 
Grace Millsaps (1904-1982) 

• Their grandson Roy B Keith (1921) 

• Son Thomas J Shuler (1840-1928) m. Francis Caroline Sherrill (1844-1931) 
– Their son William T. Shuler (1877-1947)* m. Nancy Pallie Wilson (1882-1964) 

• Daughter Elizabeth Ann Shuler (1827-1918) m. Jacob Shope (1830-1907) 
– Their daughter Martha Cordelia Shope (1872-1932)  m. John Westley Almond (1869-

1938) 

• Their children: Maude Almond (1905-1926) 

• Lura Mae Almond (1913-2006) m. Everett Thomas (1905-1955) 

• Lillie Almond (1892-1985) m. Vernon Quiett (1894-1944) 

– Their children Harry Edward Quiett (1920-1983), Thelma Quiett (1916-1917) 

– Their great-granddaughter Genna Gabriela Womick (2004) 
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* There is no grave marker for William T. Shuler, but his death certificate indicates burial in Bryson City.  There 
is a marker for his wife, Pallie.   



Abraham and Nancy’s children 2: Abraham Wiggins, 
Jr (1800-1880) m. Margaret Deaver (1803-1888) 
18 Descendants and spouses in the BC Cemetery (listed in red below) 

• Son Joseph A Wiggins (1832-1920) m. Mary Jane Hayes (1846-1931) 
– Bland Ball Wiggins (1871-1934) m. Jack Coburn (1866-1934) 

– Will W. Wiggins (1877-1948) m. Estelle Roberts (1884-1962) 

• Their children: Mildred Wiggins (1905-1928); Aileen Wiggins (1907-1997) m. Frank Farrell 
(1901-1978); Eleanor Wiggins (1911-1975) m. William Heyward (1895-1972) 

• Daughter Frances Eliza Wiggins (1837-1914) m. 1) John Davis (1835-1865) and 
2) William F. Cooper (1845-1928) 
– Daughter Rowena Davis (1862-1952) m. Nathan B. Thompson (1854-1922) 

• Their son: Frank Roy Thompson (1889-1936) 

– Daughter Sanora Jane “Jennie” Cooper (1869-1963) m. William Erastus Angel (1871-1930) 

• Their children Clarence C. Angel (1900-1931) and Helen Angel (1902-1986) 

– Grandson of “Jennie”: William Cooper Angel (1934-1974) [son of Paul Angel] 
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Note: Abraham, Margaret and many of their children and grandchildren  are buried in either Old Mother Church 
Cemetery in Robbinsville or the Wiggins Cemetery just  southeast of Robbinsville.  



Tulula Creek area, just southeast of Robbinsville; note 
Wiggins Mill Branch, Wiggins Cemetery, Cooper Knob  
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Family of Rev. Joseph Alexander Wiggins, son of Abraham, Jr 
Seated: Katherine, Joe, Mary Jane Hayes 

Standing: Gertrude, William W., Walter Brown, Elizabeth, Ira, Bland 
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Photo courtesy of FBCC member and Wiggins descendant Bryan Jackson; likely taken at the Wiggins home 
on Tulula Creek south of Robbinsville. 
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Fourth earliest marked birth date 
in BC Cemetery 

Seventh earliest marked birth date 
in BC Cemetery 



Abraham and Nancy’s children 3: Jason Wiggins* (1818-
1887) m. Elizabeth Rebecca Kirkland (1822-1905) 

Themselves plus 4 Descendants and spouses in the BC Cemetery 

• Jason & Elizabeth Rebecca are among the oldest folks buried in the BC 
Cemetery 

– Son Felix Hampton Wiggins (1847-1918) m. Margaret Jane Cline (1857-
1932) 
• Daughter Ina Pearl Wiggins (1893-1968) m. Roy Oscar Martin (1892-1972) 

– Their daughter Inez Marie Martin (1916-2010) m. Harold DeBord (1922-2009) 
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* Jason may have been adopted. 



Abraham and Nancy’s children 4: James Holland Wiggins 
(1805-1870), Mary Elvira Sherrill (1812-1871) 

• I know of no descendants in the BC Cemetery, but this side of 
the family had some characters, some of which the law took 
quite an interest in – and maybe you will, too. 
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Abraham Wiggins (1846-1898), son of James Holland Wiggins 
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Articles from the Charlotte Democrat (July 18, 
1879) and Asheville Weekly Citizen 
(September 4, 1879); Thomas Conally was 
likely Tom Conley, Methodist Church trustee 
buried in the BC Cemetery. 
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This wasn’t Abraham’s first 
encounter with the law, as 
previous Superior Court 
records demonstrate.  
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This is likely Abraham’s nephew, Lafayette “Fate” Wiggins 
(1860-1954) 



Jim Uriah “Ute” Wiggins and Lily Burns 
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Jim Ute Wiggins (1850-1930) Lily Burns Wiggins (1861-1956) 



Jim Ute and Lily Burns Wiggins settled on upper 
Noland Creek.  A branch and ridge take his name. 
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Jim Ute engraved one of the most 
poignant stones in the Park 
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Canning demonstration at the Bill and Roxie McClure 
home on Chambers Creek 
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Sarah Palestine “Tiny” Wiggins 
Kirkland (1880-1974), daughter of 
Jim Ute and Lily Burns Wiggins 

Source: TVA Kodak Negatives, National Archives at Atlanta 



John Kirkland (1874-1959) at the home of John and Tiny, just 
above the confluence of North and West Chambers Creeks 

34 Source: TVA Kodak Negatives, National Archives at Atlanta 

Note iris in the front yard and daffodils along 
the walk to the house 



Tiny Kirkland, midwife 
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Asheville Citizen, June 15, 1969 



Tiny Kirkland, midwife 
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Asheville Citizen, June 15, 1969 



Tiny Kirkland, chimney builder 

37 Asheville Citizen, November 27, 1981 



John, Tiny Kirkland home place - 2013 
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Daffodils which lined 
the walk persist 



Recognize this painting? 

39 Photo source: Wikipedia 

Benjamin Harrison V 



A bit more about Nancy Colvard/Calvert 

• Her paternal grandfather was first cousin of Benjamin 
Harrison V, signer of the Declaration of Independence.  His 
son, William Henry Harrison and great-grandson, Benjamin 
Harrison, would become presidents of the United States. 

• So all you Wiggins folks are related to blue bloods of the first 
rank. 

• Others in the Harrison family ended up in WNC; Joseph 
Harrison, who served in the Revolutionary War, is buried at 
Newfound Baptist Church Cemetery in Leicester.  He is my 4-g 
grandfather and the 6-g grandfather of FBCC member Kelly 
Carnes. 

• William Holland Thomas’s mother Temperance was a sister to 
Nancy Colvard, so all of Abraham’s and Nancy’s children were 
first cousins to Will Thomas. 
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