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Photo sources:
OPN:Open Parks Networksreat Smoky Mountains National Park archives

TVA:TVA Kodak Neqgatives Collection, Atlanta National Archives
WCUWCU Special Collectiofsarious)
Others as noted



https://openparksnetwork.org/
https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records/groups/142.html
https://www.wcu.edu/hunter-library/find/digital-collections.aspx
http://friendsofthebccemetery.org/files/articles/WCU03172021Notes.pdf

Evolution of counties, 1789-1872
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1789

In 1789, North Carolina ratified the US Constitution and ceded its lands in what is now
Tennessee to the US Government. The state of Tennessee was formed in 1796.

The sequence of maps to be shown here come from a rootsweb.com site which is supported b

Ancestry.com. No authorship is provided, but it is mostly quite well done.
http://homepages.rootsweb.com/~george/countyformations/northcarolinaformationmaps.htmi



http://homepages.rootsweb.com/~george/countyformations/northcarolinaformationmaps.html

1790
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In 1789, North Carolina ratified the US Constitution and ceded its lands in what is now Tennessee
to the US Government. The western portion of the state line, from the Pigeon River Valley (1-40) to
the Georgia-Tennessee-Nor t h Car ol ina corner wasnot surveye
by William Davenport, North Carolina State Surveyor. A copy of his notes, in the Great Smoky
Mount ains National Park Service, were copied by

Digital Collections.
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The 1798 treaty at Tellico provided for a new boundary line. In 1802, Return Jonathal
Meigs, colonel in the Revolutionary War and Indian agent, along with Thomas Freem:
ran the MeigsFreeman line from the NC/TN state line to the boundary established in
the 1785 Hopewell treaty. The section in green above is intended to reflect the
remaining Cherokee boundary in NC after the Métgseman line was completedt is

a bit off on the map; the superimposed green line is a better approximation.
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The reduction in the Cherokee territory occurred in early 1819, per a cession treaty
which took place in Washington. The boundary line was the Little Tennessee River fi
the state line up to above the mouth of the Nantahala River, and then along the ridge
dividing the Little Tennessee and Nantahala drainages to the statellme1819 treaty
opened all of what is now Swain County to settlement except the lower Nantahala
Gorge, including the location of the Talc mine.
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The last cession treaty affecting Cherokee lands in NC (and the rest of the southeast)
was completed in 1835. Henderson County was formed in 1838 from the southern
portion of Buncombe. The forced removal of the bulk of the Cherokees took place in

1838.
Cherokee County was established from Macon in 1839.



1851
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Jackson was formed from parts of Macon and Haywood Counties in 1851.




1872
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In 1871, Swain was formed from parts of Macon and Jackson; in 1872, Graham was

formed from part of Cherokee.



Approximate Cherokee cession lines in North
Caroli na referenced
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Cession boundaries within what is now Swain
County, with percentage of current area affected
by each cession
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The 1820 Love Survey followed
on the heels of the 1819 cession
treaty; 1t Is telling about the
relationship between place and
people.



Love ‘;Survey, from Webster to
Forks of the Tuckasegee
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Segments of the USGS Sylva South and
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Google Earth view, Cullowhee to Tuckasegee
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Northern portion of Love Survey:
| _ from Sylva to Bushnell
Virtually nothing

below Bryson City Deep Creek Qualla area i
was marked for sale bottomland several dozen tracts
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Segments of USGS Bryson City and Noland

Quadrangles
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Along the Tuckasegee below Bryson City, there is precious little bottomland until the
junction of the Tuckasegee and Little Tennessee. Before Fontana, the land along the
lower Tuckasegee and Little Tennessee Rivers, all the way to the state line, wabkgorge
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Google Earth view, Bryson City area

Swain




Looking up the Little Tennessee River from
- below Calhoun Island, pre-Fontana
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Domination of land ownership by outsiders began early,
and has 1 If anything I become more severe over time
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Selected photos from three areas to be used

Deep Creek
Bryson City
Nantahala
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Swain County, by drainage, with rail stops and post offices notec
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Part 1. Deep Creek

The Deep Creek drainage
Included a substantial Cherokee
presence before and after white
settler arrival. It, and the entire
area north and east of the
Tuckasegee and Little
Tennessee Rivers became
legally available for settlement
after the 1819 cession treaty.
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DCCC map, highlighted.pdf
http://friendsofthebccemetery.org/files/articles/DCCCmap.pdf

Bryson Place Cabin, early 1900s

Photo byKelly Bennettused in Our Southern Highlandérs, without attribution,
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http://friendsofthebccemetery.org/BCC-2.php?IndividualID=800
http://friendsofthebccemetery.org/BCC-2.php?IndividualID=800

Words from a deed executed the same day
that TD Brvson purchased the Bryson Iands
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http://friendsofthebccemetery.org/BCC-2.php?IndividualID=641

“Bryson Piaee Cabln a backcountry commons

Charlie Hunnicuttg
John Everett
Noah Seay
Mark Cathey
Sam Hunnicutt
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http://friendsofthebccemetery.org/files/articles/Sam_Hunnicutt_pals_in_the_BC_Cemetery.pdf
http://friendsofthebccemetery.org/BCC-2.php?IndividualID=899
http://friendsofthebccemetery.org/BCC-2.php?IndividualID=1144
http://friendsofthebccemetery.org/BCC-2.php?IndividualID=522

Civil War veteran Alfred W. Parris at the
Sylva train depot. When Parris settled
on Indian Creek after the war, it was still
- Jackson County.
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The Catheys of Indian Creek
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Cathey family at their Indran Creek home: Mark at left; women are
Rebecca (McCracken) aNitie(Beck). Grady is at the right; one of the
other men |s Sam (grandfather of Sam Arnsworth photo contrrbutor)ﬁ,
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http://friendsofthebccemetery.org/BCC-2.php?IndividualID=522
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Billy Morris of Deep Creek
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McCrackens, Morrises & Catheys of Deep & Indian Creek
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Part 2. Bryson City
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Everett Street steel bridge, Bryson City,
erected ~1892

Everett Street named depp Everettflrst
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https://wcudigitalcollection.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/search/searchterm/Frank Fry/field/all/mode/all/conn/and/cosuppress/1
http://friendsofthebccemetery.org/BCC-2.php?IndividualID=914

View to the south: Bryson City from Black Hill, ~1900

Photo taken from alongside the house builtDy A.M. Bennett
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http://friendsofthebccemetery.org/BCC-2.php?IndividualID=802

Meshed images; view from east end of what
IS now Hospital Hill

From Bryson City Centennial
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