
Hunting and Fishing pals of author Sam Hunnicutt who 

are buried in the Bryson City Cemetery 
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Please note: 

 

In addition to the men discussed here, there are two other 

men buried in the Bryson City Cemetery who Sam Hunnicutt 

mentioned (both more than once): 

 

John Everett 

Noah Seay 

 

A biographical sketch of John Everett is available on the 

FBCC web site: 

 
friendsofthebccemetery.org/files/biographical/John_Everett.pdf 
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https://friendsofthebccemetery.org/files/biographical/John_Everett.pdf


È When it came to hunting, fishing, and serious 

backcountry work in the early 1900s, social 

class was a distinction without a difference. 

È A thoughtful study of those who called this 

place home reveals that stereotypes painted of 

ñhighlandersò ï which were broadly accepted 

uncritically for decades, and still are by those 

who will not see ï are provably false on 

virtually every front. 
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È ñThe mountaineers of the South are marked apart from all 
other folks by dialect, by customs, by character, by self-
conscious isolation.ò 

 

È ñOur backwoodsmen of the Blue Ridge and the Unakas, of 
their connecting chains, and of the outlying Cumberlands, 
are still thinking essentially the same thoughts, still living in 
much the same fashion, as did their ancestors in the days of 
Daniel Boone.ò 

 

È ñAnd so, in order to be fair and just with these, our backward 
kinsmen, we must, for the time, decivilize ourselves to the 
extent of going back and getting an 18th century point of 
view.ò 

 

È ñOur typical mountaineer is lank, he is always unkempté.ò 
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(Source: 20 Years) (Source: Hunnicutt family) 5 



È Born on Jacks Creek, Yancey County in March 

1880 

È According to Sam in ñ20 Yearsò, the family 

moved to Swain when he was three 

È In 1900, the family was living in the Peachtree 

area of Cherokee County, next door to the 

family of William Henry Truetté.and his 

daughter, Leah Dora Truett 

È Leah was a first cousin to Rev. George W. 

Truett 
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È Born on a farm in Hayesville in 1867; attended 

Hayesville Academy 1875-1885 

È Pastor of First Baptist Church of Dallas, TX 

È President of the Southern Baptist Convention 

(1927-1929) 

È President of the Baptist World Alliance (1934-

1939) 

È First Baptist Church in Hayesville, was 

pastored by Joseph Henderson Wilson in the 

years leading up to it being renamed Truett 

Memorial 
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Photo source 
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È ñGolieò Ferguson ï native of Swain (Kirklands 

Creek); parents came from Haywood, Buncombe 

È Dr. A.M. Bennett ï native of Haywood 

È John Everett ï native of Tennessee 

È Charlie Beck ï native of Jackson 

È Rev. O.P. Williams ï native of Tennessee 

È Robert Snelson ï native of Buncombe 

È Granville Calhoun ï native of Swain (Wayside) 

È Noah Seay ï native of Swain 

È Mark Cathey ï native of Jackson or Swain 
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È Son of David Philetus and Fannie Noland 

Ferguson 

È Born in a two-room log cabin on Kirklands 

Creek in 1887 

È Attended public school in Bryson City 

È Tended stock in the Smokies 

È Attended WCTC 

È Married Speedwell postmistress Jerdie Watson 

in 1911, lived for a short period in Dillsboro, 

then returned to live on Kirklands Creek when 

his parents moved back to Buncombe County 
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È Had multiple real estate dealings throughout the 

county, including town lots, land at Governors 

Island, property on Bradley Fork taken at park 

creation 

È Donated to the NC Park Commission to assist 

in park land acquisition 

È Gola and Jerdie moved back to Cullowhee 

~1937 and lived out the balance of their lives 

there. 
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È Bred the Ferguson strain of Plott Bear Dogs ï 

an enterprise in which Jerdie also had a part 

È Sheriff of Swain County 

È County Treasurer 

È School teacher, principal 

È Farmer 

È Maker of violins 

È Like Mark Cathey, held court on the town 

square, telling tales 

* so-named by Bob Plott in Strike and Stay: The Story of the Plott Hound 
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È Born in Cataloochee 

È Father Archibald (or Archer) Lafayette Bennett 
(son of Young Bennett) enlisted as a Sergeant 
in Company E, 29th NC Infantry Regiment.  He 
died from a gunshot wound in Murfreesboro, 
TN 

È His mother, Elizabeth Angelina Rogers died 
when he was 17 

È Apprenticed medicine under his Uncle ñDockò 
(Adolphus Manuel Hugh) Rogers on Fines 
Creek, then attended medical school at 
Louisville. 
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È Moved to the Whittier area, where he was licensed 
to practice medicine in 1885 by the NC Board of 
Medical Examiners 

È First mayor of Whittier 

È Married Mary Charlotte Hyatt on January 1, 1889 

È Advertised in the Swain County Herald as 
ñPracticing Physicianò in Bryson City in 1890 

È Free Mason, Knight of Honor, Democrat, Roads 
advocate, Presbyterian Church Deacon, Elder 

È In 1899, named Dispensary Commissioner, along 
with AH Elmore and DG Fisher, Jr, with JF Teague 
as manager (legislative bill submitted by RL 
Leatherwood in NC House) 
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È Erected a ñhandsome residenceò in Bryson City 

in 1890 

What has been, since 1941, the Casada family home, was likely used as 

overnight lodging and medical office for Dr. Bennett. 22 



This was later the location of Bennettôs Court (now Gracey Manor) 

Source: Bennett family 23 



Source: Second edition of 20 Years 
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È Born to Samuel Thomas and Mollie Long Beck 

in Webster in 1880, but the family moved to 

Bryson City when he was an infant. 

È His father was a tenant farmer for years.  In 

1890, he purchased town lot 27 (~Catholic 

Church thrift shop); neighbors included R.L. 

Snelson and O.P. Williams. 

È Completed two years of high school. 

È Enlisted in the 29th volunteer infantry in August, 

1899 ï along with others from Bryson City, 

including Noah and Benjamin Seay 
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The Battle of Pulang Lupa was fought on Sep 

13, 1900.  Forces of Filipino Colonel Maximo 

Abad, numbering around 200, and aided by 

hundreds of native bolomen, overwhelmed 

the 54 men in the 29th US Volunteer Infantry.  

They were taken prisoners of war and held 

until  early 1901, when the effects of 

retaliatory actions forced their release. 
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È Married Nicie Arizona Cathey, sister of Mark 

È Settled on upper Hughes Branch (now Beck 

Cove) 

È Had two girls ï Fern (married Hanley Painter) 

and Mildred (married DG Fisher, Jr) 

È Farmed (listed as truck farmer in 1930) 

È But also had other jobs 
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Note that it is dated April 1, 

1921 ï the year after the 

episode involving Charlie, 

Hol Rose and Babe Burnett. 

 

Charlie also had jobs as 

deputy sheriff and in the 

county tax office. 

 

After Nicie died in 1946, he 

married Hazel Barker.   

Badge photo courtesy Tommy Bryant 

(great nephew of Charlie) 29 



È School teacher (Graham, Swain) 

È Clerk of Superior Court in Graham and 

Swain Counties 

È Postmaster at Yellow Creek 

È Represented both Graham and Swain 

County in the NC House of 

Representatives (different terms) 

È School board member in Graham & Swain 

È Mayor of Bryson City (2 terms) 

È BC town alderman 

È Baptist Minister 

È Cashier at Citizens Bank (19 years) 

Photo courtesy of  

Karen Neklason 

(kegger3876) 
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È Born in 1859, Monroe County, Tennessee 

È The family was in the Cheoah area (then Cherokee 

County) in 1870; His father William enlisted in Company 

A, 29th NC Infantry (Cherokee County) in 1861, so theyôd 

likely moved to NC in 1860-61. 

È His first school was at age 13 in Yellow Creek, Graham 

County.  It was a 9 mile walk, each way to school.  The 

term was 35 days. 

È Between 1872 and 1876, they moved back to Monroe 

County (O.P.ôs mother died there in 1876). 

È Attended preparatory and normal school in Maryville, 

finishing in 1880; he then taught school for 16 years, 

including at the Yellow Creek School heôd attended as 

well as the Cherokee Indian School in Birdtown. 
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È On September 29, 1887, he and Artie Grant were 
married in Yellow Creek. 

È They moved to Bryson City in 1901. 

È In 1907, they bought town lot 28 (directly across 
the street from Samuel Thomas and Mollie Long 
Beck).  

È Artie died on April 16,1918 

È O.P. married her older sister, Etta Grant Shope, on 
October 13, 1918 

È Etta died October 12, 1924 

È O.P. married Jane Calhoun, sister of Granville, 
February 8, 1928. 

È In 1930, Jane and her mother Susan (Sookie) were 
living with O.P. at his home on Main Street. 
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Wayneôs story was published in the Asheville Citizen in 

November 1922 and in National Sportsman magazine in 1923 
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Photo by Wayne Williams 

at the Bryson Place 
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Photo source: Jim Estes 

1: Charlie Hunnicutt 

3: O.P. Williams 

5: Noah Seay 

6: Jeff  Hunnicutt 

7: Mark Cathey 

9: Claude Williams 

10: Granville Calhoun 

12: Sam Hunnicutt 



Sam Hunnicutt, 

(20 Years) 

Bob Snelson, 

(Debbie Seay, 

Kelly Carnes) 

Mark Cathey, 

(Carl Grueninger, Jr) 
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