Hunting and Fishing pals of author Sam Hunnicutt who
are buried in the Bryson City Cemetery

20 Years
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in the Great
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Recommended reading for serious students of area
history and turn of the twentieth century culture




Please note:

In addition to the men discussed here, there are two other
men buried in the Bryson City Cemetery who Sam Hunnicutt
mentioned (both more than once):

John Everett
Noah Seay

A biographical sketch of John Everett is available on the
FBCC web site:

friendsofthebccemetery.org/files/biographical/John Everett.pdf



https://friendsofthebccemetery.org/files/biographical/John_Everett.pdf

A pair of theses to consider as we review
some lives well-lived

£ When it came to hunting, fishing, and serious
backcountry work in the early 1900s, social
class was a distinction without a difference.

£ A thoughtful study of those who called this
place home reveals that stereotypes painted of
Nnhi ghl &whck wesedroadly accepted
uncritically for decades, and still are by those
who will not see i are provably false on
virtually every front.



Words of another early 20t century author
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NThe mount ai neers of t he Sout
other folks by dialect, by customs, by character, by self-
conscil ous |solat|on.o

ARnOur backwoodsmen of Utakas, Bfl ue
their connecting chains, and of the outlying Cumberlands,

are still thinking essentially the same thoughts, still living in
much the same fashion, as did their ancestors in the days of
Dani el Boone. O

NAnd so, in order to be fair
kinsmen, we must, for the time, decivilize ourselves to the
extent of going back and getting an 18™ century point of

Vi ew. 0

AOQur typical mount ai neer éi. ® |



Sam Hunnicutt: “I claim to be a perfect
hunter and fisherman for game fish”

20 Years

HUNTING

and

FISHING

Smoky Mountains

By S. J. HUNNICUTT

(Source: 20 Years) (Source: Hunnicutt family) 5



About Sam....and more

Born on Jacks Creek, Yancey County in March
1880

According to Sam i n n20
moved to Swain when he was three

In 1900, the family was living in the Peachtree
area of Cherokee County, next door to the
family of W lIIliam Henry
daughter, Leah Dora Truett

Leah was a first cousin to Rev. George W.
Truett



George Washington Truett

Born on a farm in Hayesville in 1867; attended
Hayesville Academy 1875-1885

Pastor of First Baptist Church of Dallas, TX

President of the Southern Baptist Convention
(1927-1929)

President of the Baptist World Alliance (1934-
1939)

First Baptist Church in Hayesville, was
pastored by Joseph Henderson Wilson in the
years leading up to it being renamed Truett
Memorial




Leah’s cousin, George W.
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Photo source
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Back to Sam...and his brothers
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More court interactions




And some more




Stones and glass houses.....

<. / ,-’//— / : (/‘2/ - ,.-—;// ‘/;/Lf’/ //-é,, IO / /?’724
.:‘—/‘/i(f"( PO Y

%]4 ‘ ; 7
[/\ ]/b | / //7;/1 /Z/x/ ///7{’ / &
) IR B Lre Zop o xRl
76 £ j‘}(  cce | [ e SzR 2, ~x
A T ;/f/, < e e~

beo UL ypie vt | (el / Cece ol 2K ,’/ - A
/7// y) d o ,,{/ 7l //(‘ -t erre -/- g ) 55 > / etk R D Caofece
PO, » ‘/ AP o [ & e S y oo rx(’ ’
7 7)/(,“@ L pvelaqg / / A e
| 2 . O3,y it Ly 2 PR i Pl
"! (5 'l /éﬁﬂ.,»/,,v Ctf oA 7 (L A )V,// ot .
LS Jitlovee (Baitle /& /m N b

N {? /J/Zura/(/ / //(//4‘ e
l é) }‘/J '&lt/ff(’ / / /// /y />///,/"{_¢{,_g




The outcome
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Men buried in the Bryson City Cemetery

m/ m/ m/ m/ m/ m/ m; m;

mentioned by Sam Hunnicutt
Gol 1 e 0o H eatigewfsSwain (Kirklands
Creek); parents came from Haywood, Buncombe
Dr. A.M. Bennett T native of Haywood
John Everett I native of Tennessee
Charlie Beck 1 native of Jackson
Rev. O.P. Willlams T native of Tennessee
Robert Snelson i native of Buncombe
Granville Calhoun 1 native of Swain (Wayside)
Noah Seay I native of Swain
Mark Cathey T native of Jackson or Swain
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m} m} m}

Gola Ferguson

Son of David Philetus and Fannie Noland
Ferguson

Born in a two-room log cabin on Kirklands
Creek in 1887

Attended public school in Bryson City
Tended stock in the Smokies
Attended WCTC

Married Speedwell postmistress Jerdie Watson
In 1911, lived for a short period in Dillsboro,
then returned to live on Kirklands Creek when
his parents moved back to Buncombe County

15



1901 Mall routes, WNC
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Gola Ferguson (continued)

e Had multiple real estate dealings throughout the
county, including town lots, land at Governors
Island, property on Bradley Fork taken at park
creation

£ Donated to the NC Park Commission to assist
In park land acquisition

£ Gola and Jerdie moved back to Cullowhee
~1937 and lived out the balance of their lives
there.
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Gola Ferguson — Renaissance Man*

e Bred the Ferguson strain of Plott Bear Dogs i
an enterprise in which Jerdie also had a part

Sheriff of Swain County
County Treasurer
School teacher, principal
Farmer

Maker of violins

e Like Mark Cathey, held court on the town
sguare, telling tales

m/ m/ m/ m; m;

* so-named by Bob Plott in Strike and Stay: The Story of the Plott Hound
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Maker of fine instruments

8 C ASHEVILLE CITIZEN-TIMES, ASHEVILLE, N, C.
Sunday, March 25, 1956

Ferguson Construets Violins

AsHobby, Knows No Musie

By LILLIAN HIRT
CULLOWHEE, March 24 —
You'd think that being a farmer
full time job. You'd aiso
that a man who has spent
a long and active life ‘in farm.
politics, law enforcement,
and public service, would
' to sit down and take
vy for a while. Well, Gola

guson wouldn’t think so.

68 years of age he is still
active in farming, but the other
activities have given way to one
of the most fascinating hobbies
imaginable-making violins, Now,
it seems that making violins,
particularly those that produce
any sort of pleasing music, would
require infinite patience and a
high degree of craftsmanship,

s a better-than-passing knowl-

» of music. That's true, and

son is well endowed with
the first two qualities. As for
music, he savs he doesn't know
one note from another, canrot
recognize tunes, and his good
wife has to nudge him when 1t's
time to stand up for the na-

has a rare wit and a flair for
telling stories. But, o get
back to violins,

This being such an unusul
hobby. one wonders when and
how Ferguson took it up. Some
vears ago, while he was sherif!
of Swain County, he went on
business to a place down b
Tennessee River where a hi
way was under construction, He
got there fust in time to see a
man buried in a lands
extricated him and arrar
snec train to take him to
Asheville for hospitalization, In
gratitude, the man gave him a
violin he had owned for many
vears, and which was the only
thing of value he had to ofler
in return for his life. Fe
son said he didn't v to accent
it. but the man insisted, and

econe told him it was

t Thig was not
frue. but a Chicago experl
stated that it was a very gooqQ
copy. valued at avout $700,

Ferguson made no coffort to

arn @ nlav ha via'in: In

~Citizen-Times Fholo,

GOLA FERGUSON , .. doesn’t know a note of music

19



Aurelius McDonald Bennett

Born in Cataloochee

Father Archibald (or Archer) Lafayette Bennett
(son of Young Bennett) enlisted as a Sergeant
in Company E, 29" NC Infantry Regiment. He
died from a gunshot wound in Murfreesboro,
TN

His mother, Elizabeth Angelina Rogers died
when he was 17

Apprenticed medicine un
(Adolphus Manuel Hugh) Rogers on Fines

Creek, then attended medical school at

Louisville.

20



Aurelius McDonald Bennett (continued)

£ Moved to the Whittier area, where he was licensed
to practice medicine in 1885 by the NC Board of
Medical Examiners

e First mayor of Whittier

e Married Mary Charlotte Hyatt on January 1, 1889

£ Advertised in the Swain County Herald as
APracticing Physiciano 1 r

e Free Mason, Knight of Honor, Democrat, Roads
advocate, Presbyterian Church Deacon, Elder

e In 1899, named Dispensary Commissioner, along
with AH Elmore and DG Fisher, Jr, with JF Teague
as manager (legislative bill submitted by RL
Leatherwood in NC House)

21



Aurelius McDonald Bennett (continued)

tE Erected a nNnhandsome r es
|n1890

What has been since 1941 the Casada famlly home was likely used as
overnight lodging and medical office for Dr. Bennett. 29



Bennett home on east Main Street
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“Dr. Aurelius
Bennett, the man
who taught Mr.
Hunnicutt much of
his knowledge of
hunting.”

Source: Second edition of 20 Years




Charles Jackson “Charlie” Beck

Born to Samuel Thomas and Mollie Long Beck
In Webster in 1880, but the family moved to
Bryson City when he was an infant.

His father was a tenant farmer for years. In
1890, he purchased town lot 27 (~Catholic
Church thrift shop); neighbors included R.L.
Snelson and O.P. Williams.

Completed two years of high school.

Enlisted in the 29t volunteer infantry in August,
1899 1 along with others from Bryson City,
iIncluding Noah and Benjamin Seay
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Raleigh News & Observer, Sep 29, 1900

IN THE CLUTCHES
OF THE FILIPAGS

Capture of Captain Shields
and Fifty-one Men.

GUNBOAT ALSO CAPTURED

These Are the Probabilities Mac Arthur
Cables to Washington

RESCUE-PARTY SENT QUT TO MARINDUQUE

This Island, the Scene of the C-pture, is About
300 Kiles From Manila, Many of the
Americans Probably Killed
and Wounded.

(By the Associated Press.)

Washington, Sept. 28.—Gcneral MagAr-
ther today cabled the War Department
from Manila that on September 11th Cap-
tain Devereaux Shlelds with 51 men of
Company F, Twentl-ninth volunteer in-
fantry, left Santa Cruz for Torrljos.
Nothing h=s been heard from him since,
and It Is supposed that the entire party
including Captain Shields has been ecap-
tured with many killed and wounded.

A 1:st of the officers and men of Tom-
pany F, Twenty-ninth regiment, shows
the following names from North Carolina:

CHARLES J. NECK.

BENJAMIN J. SEAY.

NOAH P. SEAY.

JAMES L. SIMKINS,

THOMAS J. SPIREY.

All of these men enlisted at Bryson
City.

The Battle of Pulang Lupa was fought on Sep
13, 1900. Forces of Filipino Colonel Maximo
Abad, numbering around 200, and aided by
hundreds of native bolomen, overwhelmed
the 54 men in the 29t US Volunteer Infantry.
They were taken prisoners of war and held
until early 1901, when the effects of
retaliatory actions forced their release.

26



After the war, Charlie came home

Married Nicie Arizona Cathey, sister of Mark

Settled on upper Hughes Branch (now Beck
Cove)

Had two girls I Fern (married Hanley Painter)
and Mildred (married DG Fisher, Jr)

Farmed (listed as truck farmer in 1930)
But also had other jobs

27
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Charlie’s Federal
ID badge,
courtesy of
Tommy Bryant
(great nephew)

Note that it is dated April 1,
1921 71 the year after the
episode involving Charlie,
Hol Rose and Babe Burnett.

Charlie also had jobs as
deputy sheriff and in the
county tax office.

After Nicie died in 1946, he
married Hazel Barker.

Badge photo courtesy Tommy Bryant
(great nephew of Charlie)
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Oliver Perry Williams

Photo courtesy of
Karen Neklason
(kegger3876)

i
E

School teacher (Graham, Swain)

Clerk of Superior Court in Graham and
Swalin Counties

Postmaster at Yellow Creek

Represented both Graham and Swain
County in the NC House of
Representatives (different terms)

School board member in Graham & Swain
Mayor of Bryson City (2 terms)

BC town alderman

Baptist Minister

Cashier at Citizens Bank (19 years)
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Timeline

Born in 1859, Monroe County, Tennessee

The family was in the Cheoah area (then Cherokee
County) in 1870; His father William enlisted in Company
A, 29" NC Infantry (Cherokee County) i n 1861,
likely moved to NC in 1860-61.

His first school was at age 13 in Yellow Creek, Graham
County. Itwas a 9 mile walk, each way to school. The
term was 35 days.

Between 1872 and 1876, they moved back to Monroe
County (O.P.06s mot her di ed

Attended preparatory and normal school in Maryville,
finishing in 1880; he then taught school for 16 years,
Il ncluding at the Yell ow Cr e
well as the Cherokee Indian School in Birdtown.
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Timeline (continued)

On September 29, 1887, he and Artie Grant were
married in Yellow Creek.

They moved to Bryson City in 1901.

In 1907, they bought town lot 28 (directly across
the street from Samuel Thomas and Mollie Long
Beck).

Artie died on April 16,1918

O.P. married her older sister, Etta Grant Shope, on
October 13, 1918

Etta died October 12, 1924

O.P. married Jane Calhoun, sister of Granville,
~ebruary 8, 1928.

n 1930, Jane and her mother Susan (Sookie) were
Iving with O.P. at his home on Main Street.
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His son Wayne — as well as Sam Hunnicutt —
wrote about one bear hunt

After Bruin in the
Great Smokies

By Waynxe W. WiLLiaAMs
Asheville, N. C.

“T was with Hercules and Cadmus once,
When in a wood of Crete they bay’d the
bear
With hounds of Sparta: never did I hear
Such gallant chiding.”

Shakespeare. Midsummer Night's Dream.

Wayneos

story was

“ EYOND the Alps lies Italy.” Be-
B yond Asheville, to the west,
stretches that majestic range of
hills which forms the stat~ line between
North Carolina and Tennessee, and which
has been so superbly described by Kep-
hart in his classic on the Southern moun-
tains and mountaineers, “Our Southern
Highlanders.” This range constitutes one
of the most prominent links in the great
Appalachian system, and by reason of its
hazy, smoky appearance when seen from
a distance has been very aptly styled the
Great Smokies. In the bosom of these
mighty hills I was born and reared.
Generations of mountaineer blood (the
Williams came from Wales) flow through
my veins. No Scot ever loved his native
highlands with a greater passion than I
do these. Is it any wonder, then, that
‘“‘when the frost is on the pumpkin and
the fodder’s in the shock,” I should long
to go in quest of Bruin, who has made
these wilderness fastnesses his favorite
haunt since the memory of man runneth
to the contrary?

It was on Monday morning, November
9, 1920, that I caught the little Southern
train at the Asheville station and headed
West, on the Murphy Branch Division,
as it is called, for Bryson City (65 miles),
my native town, where I detrained.
After a sumptuous dinner at the paternal
banquet board, my father and brother
Claud and I set out on foot for the Bryson
cabin, which is situated ten miles North
on Deep Creek, western North Carolina’s
premier trout stream. Hunters, dogs, and
provision had already preceded us, and
when we arrived late in the evening the
old camp was astir. Mark Cathey, Sam
Hunnicutt, and several other veteran bear
hunters were there, and a score of others
who had not yet won their spurs. After
a hearty supper, we lay down before the
two big fires to listen to thrilling stories
of former chases, and to discuss plans for
the morrow’s hunt.

publ i shed |

November 1922 and in National Sportsman magazine in 1923
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Sam had a 7t" grade formal education, but
he did extensive post-graduate work afield

20 Years

HUNTING

and

FISHING

Smoky Mountains

(Source: 20 Years) (Source: Hunnicutt family) 34



: 4 : | o e c ' ':'Char-life Hunnicutt
Photo by Wayne-Williams s - 3: O.P. Williams
at the Bryson Place B




Sam Hunnicutt,
(20 Years)

Bob Snelson,
(Debbie Seay,
Kelly Carnes)

Mark Cathey,
(Carl Grueninger, Jr)
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