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_“Show me your cemeteries; and 1 will tell
you What klnd Of people you haveu
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“The cemetery on top of School House Hill is
a fine place to wait for the hereafter.”
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On the Spine of Time, Harry Middleton



Swain County place names with Bryson City Cemetery connections

Townsend

Mt Collinsey

Collins Gap d

Bryson Plac%

Kelly Bennett Coburn Knob
P(e)ak [o)

Fontand™Bam

Santeetiah

% gAmmons Branch

Almond

Ammons KnolO
Robbinsville -
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Bre{e’dlove Mountair®
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DeHart BaldQ

®ecks Branch

Enloe-Floyd_.
Bottoms
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Dillshboro

Cullowhee




Bryson City area streets & features named
for residents of the Bryson City Cemetery

Beck Cove Road, Bennett Hill Street, Bennett
Street, Black Hill Road, Bryson Avenue,
Bryson Street, Bryson Walk, Collins Street,
Dunbar Street, Everett Street, Franklin Street,
Fry Street, Fryemont Road, Greenlee Street,
Henderson Street, Hughes Branch Road,
Martin Street, Mitchell Street, Varner Trace,
Wheeler Street



Park peaks named for folks in the BC
Cemetery can be seen from the grounds
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Elements to touch on this evening

£ History of the cemetery grounds
£ Friends of the Bryson City Cemetery
e Tale telling and maybe a little tail twisting



A bit about the BC Cemetery history



A marker near the graves of Lucy Ann Cline
and her family reads:

IN MEMORY OF
LUCY ANNE CLINE
DONOR OF THIS CEMETERY
AND THE PUBLIC SQUARE
IN BRYSON CITY
ERECTED 1971



It would actually be correct if it said:

IN MEMORY OF
LUCY ANNE CLINE
OF THIS
CEMETERY



February 27, 1884

John B Raby of Jackson County; MJ Wiggins and
husband FH Wiggins, AC Cline, ME Cline, AB

Cline, heirs of Alfred Cline and LA Cline, his widow,
allofSwainCountys ol d 2. 5 acres ¢
Town of Charleston, part of which is now used for a

cemeteryo.....Adl n consi de
$62. 500
to:

D.K. Collins, Trustee of the Baptist Church
E.M. Scruggs, Trustee of the Presbyterian Church
W.T. Conley, Trustee of the Methodist Church

Selling price = $25/acre



One of those already buried there was Lucy
Ann’s husband, Alfred
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Lucy Ann Raby Cline

1828-1888

Alfred Cline

1832-1866
Sketch Source: Bryson City Centennial




From the Charlotte Democrat newspaper,
Oct 9, 1866:

NA man by the name of Cl i ne,
Jackson County, was shot down in cold blood, a short time
since, by a band of marauders from Tennessee, known as
the Robert Burchfield robbers. Four of them came to the
house of Cline a little while before dark, called him out, and
pretended that they wanted to trade with him, he being a
merchant, loitered about until dark, then pretended that they
wanted a candle to count out their money. As soon as the
candle came, without saying a word, two of them shot him 1
the balls taking effect near his heart, causing instant death.
He leaves a wife and a large number of small children to
mourn his loss. The murderers were able to make their
escape to the dominions of Go




Karma for Robert Burchfield a decade later,
courtesy of DK Colllns B
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James Robert Collins " David Kimsey Collins
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JAMES ROBERT COLLINS
SON O]

DK G LIRS
1868 v 792

Photos of her great-grandfather James Robert and gg-grandfather DK courtesy of
FBCC member Dawna Carlton.



By the way, Lucy Ann didn’t donate the town
square, either

Tuckaseigee River
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From Fern Painter’s gravestone

1903
1994
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Fern Painter photo courtesy of Bob Thomas and First Baptist member albums



The Wife of Noble Character

She considers a field and buys it; out of her
earnings she plants a vineyard.

She sets about her work vigorously; her
arms are strong for her tasks.

She sees that her trading Is profitable, and
her lamp does not go out at night.

In her hand she holds the distaff and grasps
the spindle with her fingers.

She opens her arms to the poor and
extends her hands to the needy.

Give her the reward she has earned, and let
her works bring her praise in the city gate.

Proverbs 31:16-20, 31



The church trustees sold family plots, but none

were recorded untll 1909

" STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA—Swai County. — L
" THIS DEED, Made this..._. ﬂ'f"'fh'aay of ... %ﬂw‘ff’/ e R S 190F....., by
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Deeds are in fee simple terms i just like a home or tract of land. No restrictions here,
and as was often the case, the transaction came after the burial took place (15-year old
Carlos McCauley died almost five years before the sale was transacted).



Adjoining the original cemetery were tracts
owned by the Franklin and DeHart families

e The Franklins sold tracts as early as 1928 (to
Bland Wiggins Coburn)

£ In 1952, Coburn DeHart, whose property was
on the west side of the original cemetery, and
Berlin and Lillian Thomasson, who inherited the
Franklin property on the east side, deeded a
right of way to church trustees to build a loop
road around the cemetery

£ After this, both the Thomassons and DeHarts
sold plots inside of the loop road for burial plots



Approximate DeHart and ~ranklin lines
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Swain County Herald, September 12, 1889
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Saturday, at 8 oo0cl o
on the cemetery. Bring tools, willing hands
and hearts and let us have the resting place of
the dead tidied up. o
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How many resting places were there to
“tidy up” in 18897
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The Bryson Clty Cemetery, 1936
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This and the related following photos come from openparksnetwork.org



A view toward town
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(1887,1887,1890)
laggie Fishe
(1898)
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Harriet, Mary, TD Bryson

Coburn Knob
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¢ , Sallie Brogdon (1910)




