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Collection at the University of Tennessee. Likely from Bryson City Times, 19
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All names in blug¢or underlined in red) are buried in the BC
Cemetery




Teachers buried in the Bryson City Cemetery

Iris Abbott
Clarence Angel
Jennie C. Angel
Ethel Hyatt Ashe
Nell B. Brown
Herbert Brown
Judge T.D. Bryson
Zulia K. Bryson
Nora Lee Davis Calhoun
Laura Church
Dessie C. Coffey
|.B. Conley
Lyndon Conley
John Constant
InezM. Debord
Ora H. Dougherty
LouisEckstein
JohnEverett

Gola Ferguson

lla SFerguson

A.J.Franklin

Sallie Keener Franklin
Mattie P.Fry

Jake Heffner
JeanC.Heffner
LytleHickerson

Nell F. Johnson
Baxter Jones

Pauline CalhouKindley
Nell S.Leatherwood
Helen B. Marr

L Lee Marr
WeaverMcTyeireMarr
Essie NMyers
JimMyers

CloverM. Queen

Lillie A.Quiett

Lula D. Sandlin

Carol M. Saunooke
E.M.Scruggs

Newell S. Seay
HelenAngel Sherrill
JonSossamon
LeroySossamon
Ora LeeD. Sossamon
Kelly Styles

Clara Taylor
ZeniaTaylor

LilllanF. Thomasson
RollinsThomasson
Kelly Underwood
Mary Frances Underwood
Gilmer Welch
DaisyF.Wilkes
VivianP.Williams
J.H. Wilson

Ellen Black Winston
Richard Winston
Mildred P.Wood
CoraW. Woody

Note: It is quite likely that the list is incomplete; others will be added as discovered



Teaching briefs

Name Birth yr | Death yr Notes, documentation (sources)

Iris Abbott 1915 1969 |Taught elementary school in Bryson City for more than a decade (personal knowledge)

Clarence Angel 1900 1931 |Taught high school classes in 1920s (15 Jun 1924 Asheville Citizen).

Jennie Cooper Angel 1868 1963 |Per a BC Times article (29 Mar 1895), she took a position in the "Indian Training School."

Ethel Hyatt Ashe 1906 2002 |Public school teacher (1930 census); taught at Ravensford and Alarka during World War Il {obituary)

Mell Brevard Brown 1898 2000 |Taught piano (SC Heritage)

Herbert Brown 1901 1992 |Taught at Piedmont Bible College (SC Heritage)

Judge T.D. Bryson 1873 1950 |Professor of law at Duke from 1927-47 (SC Heritage)

Zulia Ketchie Bryson 1892 1986 |Taught a couple of years in Bryson City (included in "Where They Teach.....") and also in Rowan County (1920
census) Married Judge Bryson, widower, in 1921

Mora Lee Davis Calhoun 1887 1979 |Taught at Wayside (SC Heritage)

Laura Church 1871 1889 |Taught in Bryson City (Branson's Almanac, 1890)

Dessie Cunningham Coffey 1889 1979 |Taught at Almond from at least 1909, when she acquired state certification, to 1916 (Thomasson, "Where They
Teach....")

I.B. Conley 1855 1893 |One of the early teachers when school was held in the court room (Thomasson)

Lyndon Conley 1895 1966 |Taught at Almond, Whittier, Principal at Alarka (7 Aug 1950 Asheville Citizen, Betty Sandlin and Talmadge
Wiggins personal knowledge)

John Constant 1836 1915 |Taught Institute classes (to teachers) - Thomasson.

Inez Martin Debord 1916 2010 |Taught at Proctor and Bryson City for 41 years (obituary)

Ora Hughes Dougherty 1892 1981 |Taught in a one room school for several years before moving to Black Mountain, where she met her husband
Walter (SC Heritage, which also includes a copy of a summer institute certificate for Mrs. Dougherty)

Louis Eckstein 1934 2007 |Taught business at WCU, ECU and Preshyterian College (obituary and Beth S. Eckstein)

John Everett 1857 1937 |Taught early subscription schoals on Bryson and Jenkins Branches & in the county court room (Thomasson)

Gola Ferguson 1887 1962 |Taught school on Kirkland Creek and was teaching principal at Ela, 1913-1917917 (SC Heritage, obituary).

lla Sherrill Ferguson 1896 1980 |Listed as a teacher at Ela in "Where They Teach...."

A.l. Franklin 1865 1940 |Taught at Lands Creek (Thomasson)

Sallie Keener Franklin 1873 1960 |Taught at Qualla (Thomasson, SC Heritage)

Mattie Pender Fry 1879 1958 |Taught prior to marriage to Frank Fry. Likely taught at Hewitts, since she met Fry when he became
superintendent of the Carolina Talc and Mining Company. (granddaughter Jean Douthit and 5C Heritage)

Jake Heffner 1920 1957 |Taught at Swain High (1953 high school annual)

Jean Conley Heffner 1919 2016 |Many years at Bryson City Elementary (personal knowledge, 1959-60 elementary school album)

Lytle Hickerson 1884 1944 |Teacher, principal and superintendent at multiple locations: Rockingham, Stokes, Wilkes, Haywood, Swain
Counties. Taught & principal at Proctor (multiple newspaper accounts, student Helen Cable Vance)

Mell Franklin Johnson 1909 1967 |Taught music (death certificate); president of Bryson City Music Club (6 Feb 1941 Asheville Citizen)

Baxter Jones 1886 1948 |In 1920 census, he was boarding with the family of A.L.Epps and listed as High School (Almond) Principal

Pauline Calhoun Kindley 1910 2003  |Taught in Public School (probably Proctor) in 1930, per census.

Mell Shank Leatherwood 1883 1965 |Taught in Bryson City (Thomasson) and Andrews (21 Dec 1914 Asheville Citizen). See letter to Santa from Sam

Roane in 1909 included in slides.




Teaching briefs, continued

Name Birth yr | Death yr Notes, documentation

Helen Brown Marr 1895 1982 |Taught in High Point School system prior to marrying Weaver M. Marr (his obituary).

L. Lee Marr 1865 1932 |Taught free short subscription schools at Maple Springs, Brush Creek and Lower Alarka. He was (twice)
superintendent of schools (SC Heritage, Thomasson)

Weaver McTyeire Marr 1888 1965 |Taught, was superintendent of schools in High Point (obituary)

Essie Norton Myers 1893 1989 |Taught at Cullowhee Normal (WCU), Eagle Creek (Fontana), and at Cary, NC (grandson, John Myers)

Jim Myers 1926 2001 |Taught at Swain High (1953 high school annual)

Clover Meadows Queen 1895 1922 [Listed as teacher at Indian Creek in "Where They Teach...."

Lillie Quiett 1892 1985 |Taught at Kirkland Creek elementary school (grandsen Jack Casebolt)

Lula Ditmore Sandlin 1890 1990 |Taught English grammar and literature in several NC and Florida schoaols (obituary)

Carol Myers Saunooke 1949 2011 |Taught at Woodstock, Ga and Whittier (Classmate Beth Sossamon Eckstein and husband Charlie Saunooke)

E.M. Scruggs 1829 1895 |Taught at Charleston (4 Mar 1934 Asheville Citizen); also 1884 Branson's Business Directory

Mewell (Cotton) Sherrill Seay 1911 2001 |Taught at Alarka (7 Aug 1950 Asheville Citizen)

Helen Angel Sherrill 1902 1986 |School teacher, per her obituary

Jon Sossamon 1940 1989 |Substitute teacher in biology and chemistry at Swain High (his sister, Beth Sossamon Eckstein)

Leroy Sossamon 1912 2005 |Taught in Troutman and Barium Springs (SC Heritage).

Ora Lee Dougherty Sossamon 1917 2013  |Taught at Barium Springs (SC Heritage)

Kelly Stiles 1898 1941 |Taught at Emma (26 Apr 1925 Asheville Citizen)

Clara Taylor 1873 1962 |Taught at Bushnell (SC Heritage)

Zenia Taylor 1876 1900 |Taught at Bushnell (SC Heritage)

Lillian Franklin Thomasson 1900 1995 |Taught at Barnardsville in 1921-22, and at Swain High for 42 years (SC Heritage)

Rollins Thomasson 1873 1946 |Taught subscription schools 1892-1902; married a former student, Josephine Welch (SC Heritage)

Kelly Underwood 1890 1966 |Taught at Birdtown Elementary (per Evanell Thomasson, in 5C Heritage)

Mary Frances 1891 1942 |Taught at Birdtown Elementary (per Evanell Thomasson, in SC Heritage)

Gilmer Welch 1880 1955 |Taught in WNC public schools before beginning law practice (obituary)

Daisy Franklin Wilkes 1902 1978 |Taught piano at Mars Hill (23 Sep 1923 Asheville Citizen). In charge of all music training at Western Carolina
Teacher's College (25 Apr 1939 Asheville Citizen).

Vivian Penland Williams 1923 2012 |Taught at Bryson City Elementary for several decades (personal knowledge)

Joseph Henderson Wilson 1883 1948 |Taught at multiple schools — Whittier, Almond, Proctor (SC Heritage)

Ellen Black Winston 1903 1984 |Taught high school English in Raleigh before grad school. Head of the Sociology Dept. at Meredith College,
Visiting Prof at UNC-CH (SC Heritage)

Richard Winston 1897 1969 |Started teaching at NC State in 1926; head of the Sociology Dept from 1933 to 1963; also taught classes at
Peace and Meredith Colleges (biographical sketch, Sanford Richard Winston Papers Special Collection, NC5U)

Mildred Penland Wood 1915 2005 |Taught at Almond, Bryson City Elementary (personal knowledge)

Cora Wilson Woody 1895 1966 |Listed as teacher in Bryson City in "Where They Teach...."




School committeemen or B.O.E. members

Others with significant roles

R.P. Abbott

A.M. Bennett
Kelly Bennett
Stanley Black

Bill Cable
Granville Calhoun
Joshua Calhoun
Mark Cathey
Jack Coburn

J.H Coffey

R.L. Davis

Inez M.DeBord
McKinley Edwards

Epp Everett
A.M. Frye
D.G Fisher
W.A. Gibson
T.l. Hughes

J. Robert Long
L. Lee Marr
DocMitchell
Carey Morgan
John Orr

R.J. Roane
Matt Taylor
O.PWilliams

Other roles

A.M. Bennett
MariannaF. Black
Nora Lee Calhoun
Jack Coburn
D.K.Collins

Ora H. Dougherty
VerayleFranks

T.I. Hughes

Nell S. Leatherwood
Thurman Leatherwood
Robert L& Fannie S. Leatherwood
L. Lee Marr

Marie Shank

NinonS Welch




Early dayg 18701910

1870s:John Everet(1857%1937) was the first teacher paid from public funds; he
taught in the court room of the original courthouse. He also taught subscriptio
schools on Jenkins and Bryson Branches.

A 1870s: Civil War veterabK Colling18441924) was one of the early teacher

GSEFYAYSNERE OFANRG 1l a ! 0N} KFY aAy

A 1882: Civil War veteraiohn J. Constai1836m pmp 0 LINR OA RS R ¢
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Instruction to teachers in History and Geography

1888:L. Lee Mar(18651932) taught at Mouth oAlarkaSchool andh.J.
Franklin(18651940) taught at Lands CredWarr later served two terms as the
county superintendent.

1888:Joshua Calhouled establishment of a school above Bone Valley
My dnyY . NryazyQa !'ftYFrylFrO alFAR (0KSNEB
Academy at Whittier, Cold Springs Seminary, and High School in Bryson City

A 1900:DK Collinsleeds original town lot 32, complete with the lower floor of a

brick two story building, to District 1 School Committed. Broyles\VM Tayloy
andRL Davis

1904:Robert L(18601907)and Fannie Leatherwogd8641942) sold

5-1/2 acres adjacent to the BC Cemetery to the Board of Education; price was
$206. Dr. A.M. Bennetf18611941)i KSy 2 OSNAI ¢ O2Yy ad N
RIaKé aOKz2z2ft o

1905 Bryson City Graded School District incorporated by an act of the State
Legislature, with four trustees appointed.l. Hughes (1861954), S.W. Black
(18761965), A.J. Frankl{d8651940), and A.M. Bennett(18611941)



Pebbledash Schoqlfirst school building on Schoolhouse Hill
circa 191412 (Long, Black and Bryson born in 1903, Fry in 19C
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Photo Source: Black famil TD Bryson Il Harold Fry identified by his nephew, Frank Fry IlI
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Another photo at pebbledash school; unknown date (speculatic
IS that the man at right is Eugene Harris; see next slide)
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BC High School Class of 1911R:ILK. StearnsNina Gibson Messer, princip
Eugene HarriDra Hughes Dougherty, Walter Mingus Hughes

(re-enactment at Pageant of Education,1937)
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Early involvemeng 19061940

1909:Dessie Cunningha@¥8891979) and Bessie Burnett (182924) obtained
NC State Certificatiogfirst in the county to do so

1911.: first high school graduating class in the county (Bryson City) consisted c
Ora HughesNina Gibsonalter Hughesandl.K. Stearns

1917: first high school class at Aimoitiary Campbell (Sutherlane§ one of
five graduates

1919: New school building erected at Whittier

1921: Legislaturamended thel905 act notingL. Lee Marr, K.E. Benh&iVv.M.
Wilson,O.P. Williams, A. Lypd.H. Harwood and N.H. Randolph were then the
trustees. The amendment allowed the School Board to petition for an election
for a school improvement bond

1923: The Almond School burned two weeks into the school year
1924: New school buildings erected in Almond and Bryson City

1928: Almost 700 students enrolled at Bryson City; 1928 graduating class
numbered 14

1929: Construction of a second new building in Bryson City begins
1930: Largest graduating class in Bryson City High hisk&y

1932: High school established at Proctor; subsequently named Ca(baiounn
School in honor adoshua Calhouand Jack Coburn

1933: Whittier School burns

1934: New Whittier School

1934: Largest graduating class in Bryson City High his#dy

1937: New WPA building at Alarka consolidates four Alarka elementary school



A bit of area background from the Roaring Twenties:

June 15 1924 Sunday Ashevnle Citizen

“BRYSON CITY, LUMBER AND MINING CENTER

Natural Resourses in Swain
Countv Being Developed, But
Surface Is Hardly Scratched

RYSON CITY 1
UNTISCOiERED
SEATY SECTION

Highways and Schools
Bringing About Evolu-
tion in Development.

SURROUNDED BY
HIGH MOUNTAINS

Municipality and County
Are Taking High Rank
in Improvements.

12



New Lighting System
The aldermen have sold $100,-
oy in bonds, following an over-
whelming vote last fall, for the
purpose of providing w  modern
ehting system,  The contract for
o dam that will furnish on the
I Ocann Laufty River, six miles above
L tewn and on No. 10 highway, was
lﬁc-hl-«lulcd to be let around July 1.
| Thig dam will provide 800 horse-
| power, Suff cient to lght the town,
about 125 horsepower being neod-
| ¢d for this purpose, with a surnlus
for any industries that may need
‘puwvr. Co K. Waddell, of Ashe-
ville, 18 the engineer,
! The present system 18 supplied
yfrum a dam on Deep Creek, three
and w half miles away, which fyr-
nishes 76 horsepower, about half
L of the amount needed at prezent,
for Hghting the strects and hoines.
tstreet Jights are J00-watt lamps
plivced 300 feet apart,  ‘This sys-
tem has been In operation for
| about 15 years.

The dam on Deep Creek was 0.1 miles above the first
bridge on the Deep Creek trail. A large boulder on

the west bank of the creek marks the spot.

Construction would have started, at the earliest, in
late 1911. Billy Morris sold land along the creek to

the town of Bryson City in October of that year.

The gravity sysoem s used for
'Uw town's water supply, which is
secursd from 10 big springg high
up on the mountain side, In ad-
dition to being about as pure as
Cwillep can be found, iU I8 treated
by chemieal process, making as-
surance Jdoubly sure. A comploete
system of water and sewer linep
covers the town,

liryson Clty has  an  excellent
volunteer tire department of 18
men, with a H0-gallon chemical
tank truck and chemieal hose, as
well as 1,000 feet of water hose,
long enough to conneet Lo any part
of the town from the numerous
hre plugs, The 110-pound pres-
sure g ample for fire-fighting.

The Bryson City Telephone Com-
pany furnishes the town with ex-
cellent serviece and 8 In oo flourish-
ing conditfon, owning its own ex-
Fehange, A, M. Frye is president
of the company, S, L. Gibson, bhe-
iny sceretary, treasurer and gener-
al manager.

¢ KS -tidzyf R LINB & adzNBé & dz
on top of Schoolhouse Hill was being used at that
time. There is about 240 feet of elevation between
ground level in town and the tank base. Fourteen
feet of water in the tank would translate into 110
psig downtown. That tank was in service in 1937
according to Sanborn mapping. 13



Stores and Hotels

T"wo drug stores are sufficient to
supply Dryson Clty's requirements
for medicines, one owned by Mayor
K. K. Bennett, the Bryson City
Drug Company, and ‘the  other,
Sisk's Drug Store, owned by C. T,
| Sisk.

Hardware stores are owned hy
IL. 1. Snelson and Company and
Iandolph Brothers, the general
stores being as follows: Bstate of
. K. Colling, 1. 1 Hughes, . R

Browning and Sons, J. M, Smiley,
I'rancis and enson, C. K. Wilhlde,
S. A, DeHart and Company, W. M.
Dellart, Johr Burnett, L. J. Moody,

One of the important industries
of Diryson Clty s the Bryson City
Pump Works, owned by 1. Shank,

president, and 1. K. Stearns, man-
nger, and employving 15 or 20 men
Solid board columns, lqguor logs

| for tannic acdd aod

wood chaln pumps are manufac-
tured,

The Frankwood Manufacturing
Company, owned by A. J. Franklin,
Sr., and Jr., has an extensive busi-

W. B. Bostic John 'I'. Beck, W. I3
lmore, John Dorsey, (50 Wol
Meadows, Ben Fuller,

Bryson City boasts of four excel-
lent commercial hotels, including
the I'reeman House, owned by Mrs,
I, B, Freeman: the Entellic Hotel,
owned by I 14, Frye: the Cooper
House, operated by W. I'. Cooper,
and the Calhoun House, of which
William Calhoun s proprictor.

Cteibuting: from that
‘the Murphy line from Waynesville

ness in Jee manufacturing, distrib-
uting wood and coul and handling
ull kinds of rough and finished
Jumber. R, J. Coffey has recently
started o lumber plan in the town.
Wholesalo Houses

Slayden, Fakes and Company, of
Asheville, have o branch wholesale
grocery house at Bryson City dis.
point wa.ong

to Murphy, as well as In other con-
Francis and Henson, C. E. Wilhide,
Bryson City manager.

Coffey  and Cunningham are
crectng o large bullding, 80 by 125
feet, which will be used as 0
wholesale grain and feed and farm-
ers’ supply house, R. J. Coffey

tubing for|

and M., . Cunningham are the
owners and expect to have the
place open for business carly  in
June,

14



TWO STATE RANKS
HANDLE BUSINES:

R BRYSON CITY

Citizens Bank Has Moved
Into Modern and t-
) tractive Home.,

Two hanks, with combined re-
sources of close to 04 million ||.||-i
mrs, hoth In healthy and growing

condition, are the pride of the el
zens of iryson Chty amd surround-

ing territory, adding much to the
lumher, mining  and  agricultural |

achlevements through the  exten-

ton of credit to all worthy aetivi-

ties, [
The Cltlzoens Bank, while only 11

vears old and starting business |
with a pald In capltal of $£5.500, =
now capitalized gt $30,000, with @
surplus f'amd of €H.0h50 ind re-
ources of SiH15.302.00 necording
to the 1 statement on May 7
Inercase tin dJoposits qinee January
I of this year is shown to he $48.-
159.01

i

A M l"?‘,\'!‘. one of the Mmost |
prominent and substantial cltizens
of Bryson Clty, was one of the --r-(
ganlzerg of the bank and has heen

president since the incorporation |
O . Willlams has  been  cashier
since the formation. R G Coffey
8 vice president; E. T. Welch s
assistant cashier and Dan . Fish-
er, bookkeeper,

The directors Include _Mr. Frve,
Mr. Coffee, J. A. Dowton, D,

Fisher and J. R, I, Cole
The Bryson City Bank is  the

older of the two financinl instity-
tions and has been an important
factor In the growth and develop-
ment of the town. The late_D. W.
C'olling, one of the leading cltizens
of the town and county for many
vearsg and a reslident sinée the cor-
poration of the town In 1889, and
before, was president for many
vears. S. W. Bluck, vice president,
is heading the institution since Mr.
Colling" death a few weekg ago.

J. Robert l.ong is cashier, two
other directors being J. E. Coburn
and A S Patterson.

The Bryson City Bank is capi-
talized at $30,000, having surplus
and undivided profits of more than
$18.000. Total resources are given
in the last statement on April 15
as $439.292.10,

— -— —
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Municipal Improvements

In addition to Maln Street, which
is o part of No, 10 highway, Diry-
son City has paved Fyverett Streed
from the square to the Pregbyte-
vian Chuarch,  Sidewalks are paved
on Maln, Iverett and  Church
Stroets, At pregent the town I8
contemplianting o paving program,
which will Include all the prinel-
pidl sidewalks not yet paved,

In fact, Bryson City, although
probuably not many more  than
1,00 people live within or close
around the town, has many con-
venlences and  improvements  of
which many much larger commu-
nitics caunnot bhoast,

Mavor Is, K. Bennett and o pro-
pressive Board of Aldermen, coam
posed of 0. 1 CGoburn, Thuaurman
L atherwond and A 1. Elmore
Keep Tally abreast of the regulre-
ments of the progressive commmn-
nity The aldermoen are 2 oart.ng
on the second  of thelr twao-year
term of office,  Mavaor Bennctt, a
voung man and proprictoes of the
Hryson Clty Drug Compnny, soerved
two years ns a memhor  of the
Doard of Aldermoen,

| fugger;
Chevrolet agents, I 1. Floyd, man-

Several motor companies are ac- |
tive in distribution of the various |
makes of automobiles in Bryson
City, aumong them belng the Bry-
gon City  Motor Company, Ford
dealers, I, P, Abbott, president,
and W. M. Hughes, general man-
Mloyd Motor Company,

uger; Swain Motor Company, Star
and Durant agents, M, H. Ran-
dolph, president, and R, O, Martin,
general manager; Swaln-Overland
Company, Overland and  Willys-
Knight distributors, J. . lLucal,
owner.

16



New School Bailding

One of the best and most con-
venlent school bulldings in West-
crn North Carolina is cliddmed by
Bryson City, One central bulld-
ing, being used for the first time,
serves the  town, It is three
storles high, containing 18 class
and recitation rooms and labora-
tories, Iincluding chemistry, phy<ics
and biology., and domestic science
rooms, which will probably bhe put
in use next year, Musgic will be
added, o teacher, Miss Mary long,
having already bheen  elected as
music teacher,

The ity School Committee, ap-
pointed by the County Board of
INducation, s composed of K. 10
Bennett, chairman, J. 1. Coburn
and 5 H. Tabor, secretary,

During the past year N, .J. Sig-
mon has bheen principad, the high
school  teachers  including Miss
I5dith Bryson, Mrs  Lillilan ‘Thom-
asson, Miss Mary Jane Dority and
Clarence Angel. Cirade teachers
are NMiss Inez Messer, Miss DPertha
Cunningham, Miss Franels  Gar-
ner, Mrs. Case, Miss Sadie Howell,
Misg J. Hamilton MceDaowell, Mrs.
N. J. Sigmon.

County Is Progressive
Swain County, for many years
backward in her county school 8sys-
lem, I8 rapidly taking a hlgh place
in the list of counties, the State
Dopartment of Education having

publicly commended the wonderful |

progress made ander the superiv-
tendency of N K. Wright, He is
ably backed. by the County Board
of Eduecation, composed of S, W.

Black, echairman, J. 1. Cunningham

and R, J. Roane,

Swain's County
are active and progressive cltizens,
tnking a forward stand In road
bullding and making Successful
efforts for the promotion of hetter
conditions in county institutions.
S. E. Varner, W. T. Conle% and
J. H. Coffey compose the board.

Clivie and Fraternal
Civie and fraternal  organiza-
tions, sufficient for the needs  of
the community, are found at Biry-
son City,  The Parent-I'vacher As-
sociation, with Mrs, S, W, Black

Commissioners

a8 president and  Mirs Thurman

Leaterwood, secretary, I8 an active
body. M. H. Randolph is cowg-
mander of the Caro 1. If'reemaia
I'ost of the American Legion, while
Mrs, D, R, Bryson has charge of
activities of the  Swain  County
Chapter of  the American  Red
(ross.
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Almond School, erected and first used in 1924

Photo source: TV&ollection, Atlanta National Archives.
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Bryson City School Buildings
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Photo source: TV&ollection, Atlanta National Archives.



This Bryson City School structure was flrs;&ér ..
in 1923. It was used by all grades until the -
adjacent building to the north (the one in the -

i

right side of the preceding TVA photo) was.. ==
erected in.192980. School was closed for 77—
several days.in October of 1929 to connect__/__
heating systems between the two buildings. ;

v
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InezDeBord
4™ grade

WPAconstructed stone
building, completed in
spring of 1941

GladysNauss
Special Ed.

Photo source. Library"of Congress
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Socializing, Smoking, Eating.

Swain High — Studying,

Source: 195@idgerunner
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Photo source: Library of Congress: .



Photo source: Library of Congress







Photo source: Library of Congress
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CANBLI F OS Ay LINR Y
Abbott, elementary school principal
for many years

Source: 195%0 Bryson City
Elementary School aloum




Proctor Elementary and High Schools

Photo source: TVéoIIeton,Atanta National Archives.
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Whittier School, erected in 1934
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Photo source: TV&ollection, Atlanta National Archives.
31



Bryson City Elementary School
Teachers, 19580; how many of

them can you name? (Names on

the following sheet)

Source: 195%0 Bryson City
Elementary School album
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Teachers on the preceding sheetR)L

Row 1: Ruth Eckstein, Mildred Wood, Eula Beck, GMdyss Rhonda Dunlap
Row 2: MargareRentz Jean Heffner, Annie Hoyle, Jessie Hart, Emily Davis
Row 3: Olive Norton, Ind2eBord Mary EllerWikle, Nelle Potts, Christine Fisher
Row 4: Vivian William#&Jirtha Wilson, Harvey FranklibennaCole, Wadé&sass

Row 5: Gertrude Ferguson, Jack Williams, Grace Gregory

Not pictured
Gene Brown, DellBeHart Marian Crisp




Of that group, these ladies are buried in the BC Cemete

Inez MartinDeBord

Jean Conley Heffner

VivianPenlandWilliams

Mildred Penlandwood

Source: 195%0 Bryson City
Elementary School album




Jean
Kate
Douthit Louise Bobby

Thomas '

FBCC folks In that 1948 ¢ and Iater hlgh school albums

lvan
Gibby |

Jim Gribble

BethSossamon  Toni Wright Boy from Danny Welch Sources: 19580 Bryson City
Elementary School album,

Black Hill 1969Ridgerunner 35



Photofrom Swain County Heritage
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. Mattie Seay Abbott

. Dolly Seay Jones

. Betty Seay Wright
Francis Joseph Hart

. Carrie Parton Abhott
. Reggie Abhott

L Iris Abbott

. Hayes Seay

CAmy Jones Morgan
0. NoahP Seay
1. Jessie Hicks Hart

2. Amanda Seay Hicks
3. Carey Morgan
4, Josie Parris Morrow
5. Maggie Seay Morris

16. Mattie Teague Parton
17. wallamaWright Robhins

Iris Abbott (19151969)




s,'

| &Ia Dam 2 generatoY dedication (1930)”
(ﬂ.__ -ncluded Clarence Angel (190931)

)‘ W S l ' Source:"Swain County Centennial




Photos from

Nell (18982000) and Herbert Brown (19€1992)

s

members of the Brown family
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Elwood Parker , .
andT.D. Bryson Il |
(duck hunting In

eastern NC)

f‘>
Photo by IK Stearns, courte§ ’
of CarlGrueningerJr

-7 'j |
S . -



ZuliaKetchieBryson wife of TD Bryson Il

;—UL\AAK"‘KJ‘\& ki
PRYSaN T

Scuvo—TEAGHERS

Aague N.CL \

Sourcercallinwinof Ancestry.com



Laura Churcli18711889) taught at a school in Bryson
City which her father, Rev. G.H. Church ran
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John Hill and Dessie Cofi@y front of Presbyterian Church)

. A

%

S, courtesy of GamlieningerJr

Photo by IK Stearn
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Inez MartinDeBord(19162010),VivianWilliams
(19232012), Mildred Wood (1933005)




Ora Hughes Dougherty, Ora Lee Dough8dgsamonlLeroySossamon
JonSossamonLouis Eckstein

Upper left:Hester Farley Hughes (181956), Ora Hughes
Dougherty {8921981),0ra Lee Doughertgossamor191 7
2013),JonSossamoi(19401989)

Upper right:Louis Eckstein (1932007)

Lower left:Leroy (1912005) and Ora LeBossamor1917

2013)

Photo sourcesSossamoifiamily, NC Statdgromeck SC Heritage
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John Everett (1857937)
Below, with 2d wife Mary Jane
Rodgers and daughter Hilda

Source: dwilkins0316 of Ancestry.com
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8 C ASHEVILLE CITIZEN-TIMES, ASHEVILLE, N, C,

Gola Ferguson (1881/062)

Sunday, March 25, 195§

Ferguson Constructs Violins

AsHobby, Knows No Music

By LILLIAN HIRT

CULLOWHEE, March 24 —
You'd think that being a farmer
is a full time job. Yon'd aiso
think that a man who has spent
a long and active life ‘in farm.
ing, politics, law enforcement,
hunting and public service, would
be readv to sit down and take
it easy for a while. Well, Gola
Ferguson wouldn't think so,

At 68 years of age he is still
active in farming, but the other
activities have given way to one
of the most fascinating hobbies
imaginable-making violins, Now,
it seems that making violins,
particularly those that produce
any sort of pleasing music, wou'd
require infinite patience and a
high degree of craftsmanship,
plus a better-than-passing knowli-
edge of music, That's true, and
Ferguson is well endowed with
the first two qualities, As for
music, he savs he doesn't know
one note from another, canrot
recognize tunes, and his good
wife has to nudge him when 1t's
time to stand up for the na-

has a rare wit and a flair for
telling stories. But, W gel
back to violins,

This being such an unusugl
hobby. one wonders when and
how Ferguson took it up. Some
vears ago, while he was sherif!
of Swain County, he went on
business to a place down the
Tennessee River where a high
way was under construction, He
got there fust in time to see a
man buried in a landslide, ana
extricated him and arranged a
special train to take him to
Asheville for hospitalization, In
gratitude, the man gave him a
violin he had owned for many
vears, and which was the only
thing of value he had to offer
in return for his life. Fergu-
son said he didn’t want to accent
it. but the man insisted, and
later someone told him it was
a Stradivarius, Thig was not
frue, but a Chicago experl
stated that it was a very gooa
copy, valued at avout $700,

Ferguson made no cffort to
laarn ta nlav the vin'in: bl

1 AP S, AR

~Citizen-Times Fholo,

GOLA FERGUSON . .. doesn't know a note of music



Methodist Group, circa late 1940s
Cora Wilson Woody (189E66)

Group of primarily Methodist Church members; unknown occasion. Parties in red below take their rest in
the Bryson City Cemetery. Some of the identifications are certain, others speculative.

1) lla Sherrill Ferguson, 2) Melvin Taylor, 3) Unknown, 4) Leroy Sossamon, 5) Unknown, 6) Ora Lee
Dougherty Sossamon, 7) Unknown, 8) Bettz Taylor, 9) Evelyn Taylor (mother of Bettz and wife of Melvin),
10 and 11) believed to be Mrs. and Rev. Acres, 12), Unknown, 13) Reggie Abbott (his parents, R.P. and
Mattie Seay Abbott are buried in the BC Cemetery), 14) Carrie Abbott, 15) Cora Wilson Woody, 16) Ethel
Smigh Long. 17) J. Robert Long, 18) Ora Evelyn Hughes Dougherty, 19) Unknown

Photo courtesy of Rick and Christine Colcord

(those listed in red buried in BC Cemetery)
lla Sherrill Ferguson (189®80)
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A.J. Franklin/Sallie Keener family

The Andrew J. “Jack’ Franklin and Sallie Keener Franklin family, 1933. Standing, from Left: Dr. Grover Wilkes, Edith
‘Jack”” Franklin, Nell Franklin Johnson, D.

Bryson Franklin, Sallie K_Franklin, H. Johnson, holding Alva,
Wilkes, Jean Franklin. Seated from Left: Helen Franklin, Lillian Franklin Thomasson.

Dr. Berlin C. Thomasson holding
Doris, Amy Franklin, Jack Franklin Jr. holding A.J. Franklin IIT, and Gloria Johnson.

Photo source: Swain County Heritage
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Mattie Pender Fry (18/2958)

Mattie and sisterin-law Alma Fry
in the Nantahala River

Both photos courtesy of Mrs. Jean Douthit
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