FBCC REMEMBERS

Communication and Education
Changes in the Bryson City (and surrounding) area since ~1940

Friends of the Bryson City Cemetery
Don Casada, April 13, 2023



Subjects proposed for consideration & added suggestions
(discussion preference in parentheses)

=) A Communication (1)
=) A Education (2 - tied)
A Tourism (271 tied)
A Travel (3)
A Land Use (4 i tied)
A Business establishments (4 i tied)
A Medical (5)
A Churches (67 tied)
A Utilities (6 1 tied)
A Childhood then vs. now

A Growth in and/or changing societal challenges (drug use, single-parent
families, crime of now vs. then)

Al ntrusion of Aoutl ander so
A Politics then vs. now

A Loss of/changing value systems: willingness to be dependent on
government , change I n work ethic: n
That Used to Mow the Yardo (Ray St e
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Charleston & Bryson City Post Office Locations
See locations marked by number on the following sheet

. 1872 to at least 1889: DK Collins Store (DK was postmaster)

1889 to ~1932: Location is unknown

. ~1932 to 1942: Everett Street building now housing The
Artsy Olive & Gourmet from

. 1942 to 1964: Ground floor of Main Street building erected
by Thurman Leatherwood & McKinley Edwards, now Jimmy
Mac O s

. Feb 10, 1964 to Federal building from Feb 10, 1964 to ?7??
(after Jan 6, 2000, when Bryson Bottoms property was sold
by Mitchells)

. ~2001 to present: northeast side of Slope Street

N

All known locations of the Charleston/Bryson City Post Office are on land
which was owned by at least one individual now buried in the Bryson City
Cemetery.






Everett Street post office, August 30, 1940
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~1932 to 1942 Post office location
Today: The Artsy Olive & Gourmet
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Individuals buried in the Bryson City Cemetery who once
owned the land where the Bryson City Post Office has resided

1. Alfred & Lucy Raby Cline, D.K. & Mattie Franks & Ellen Sheffey
Collins, James Robert Collins

2. Location not known

3. T.D. & Mary Bryson, H.J. EImore, Margaret Welch, Minnie Welch
Elmore, Charlie & Ellen Welch, McKinley & Annie Edwards,
Thurman & Nell Leatherwood

4. Alfred & Lucy Raby Cline, M.H. Mendenhall, W.C. & Emma
Mendenhall, W.F. Cooper, F.G. & Mary Stallcup Case, Mary Stallcup
Case & W.B. Garrett, D.K. Collins, Mattie McLean, Annie &
McKinley Edwards, Thurman & Nell Leatherwood, Robert Jackson
Leatherwood

5. Alfred & Lucy Raby Cline, Samuel Conley, J.A. & Laura Cooper

6. T.D. & Mary Bryson and children T.D. and D.R. Bryson, Dr. W.E.
Mitchell



Cost of standard letter stamp since 1920 compared to
price equivalent to buying power of 2¢ in 1920
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Telephone Service

Bryson City Telephone Company was incorporated by R.L. Sandidge and J.L.
Gibson on January 31, 1906. It took all of two days from when they signed and
mailed the papers until they were registered by the NC Secretary of State.

Before incorporation (January 2), Sandidge and Gibson had acquired exclusive
rights to erect, operate and maintain a telephone system in Bryson City. The town
was to receive a phone for free use by police or city officers. The town was also to
receive 1% of the net telephone system earnings.

February 6, 1906: County Commissioners authorized erection of telephone poles
along public roads wherever needed. In December, they authorized installation of a
phone in the courthouse.

The phone system was not to charge more than $1.50 per month for a home phone
or $2.00/month for a business location. Charges for connections to points outside
the system were not to exceed 25¢.

Il n August, 1906, BC Tel ephone Company | e
fl oor of a certain brick building owned
sal d Telephone Company has iIts Central S
free use of nAthe phone placed i n the hal

The owners were Mary C & A.M. Bennett. The only brick building they owned at the
ti me was the newly erected Bryson City D

In 1916, BC Telephone Company purchased town lot 9 from C.W. and Mayme
Denning and moved operations location.
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In 1919, Sandidge bought the lot from the phone company with another venture in mind,
namel vyeée.

Source: Kelly Bennett Collection, Hunter Library Special Collections Photo ID: HL_MSS21-02_03 111 neg_0124


https://southernappalachiandigitalcollections.org/

Sandidge Chevrolet; changed to Floyd Chevrolet in 1923

< -
R - ~ray b
. T
o ,.\-—-,_,_ ,,_

S e o:\ N
-

Source: Kelly Bennett Collection, Hunter Library Special Collections Photo ID: HL_MSS21-02_03_111 neg_0093



https://southernappalachiandigitalcollections.org/

Next phone system HQ: in the former home of James H. Franks,
located just east of the courthouse
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Upper photo sources: Kelly Bennett Collection, Hunter Library Special Collections
Upper left photo ID: HL_MSS21-02_04_118 neg_0517
Upper right photo ID: HL_MSS21-02_03_111 neg_0082

The Franks heirs sold town lot 10, where the home stood, to BC Telephone
Company (BCTC) in 1921. In 1927, S.L. and Hester Gibson bought the lot from
BCTC,; the same day, the phone company sold the operation to Western Carolina
Telephone. In 1930, the Gibsons sold the lot to Standard Oil Company.

Samuel Leonard & Hester Sitton Gibson. Mr. Gibson Photo of Hester Sitton and Samuel Leonard Gibson, both buried in the BC Cemetery
maintained the lines & made new installations. Mrs. Gib-

son was the switchboard operator, the ‘central’. When a (@S iS James H. Franks), is from Heritage of Swain County. Leonard. Gibson was a

e e e e A oy e et ' nephew of J.L. Gibson, one of the two original incorporators. 13



https://southernappalachiandigitalcollections.org/
https://friendsofthebccemetery.org/BCC-2.php?IndividualID=860
https://friendsofthebccemetery.org/BCC-2.php?IndividualID=861
https://friendsofthebccemetery.org/BCC-2.php?IndividualID=941
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Telephone Service (continued)

A April 30, 1952: switched from operator making connections to user
di aling; al/l | oc al number s became
behind Sim DeHartds Dbarno

A Do you remember your four-digit phone number?

A Long distance: Operator assisted; person-to-person, station-to-
station, collect

A 1963: Toll free dialing between Bryson City and Cherokee; to call
Bryson City from Cherokee, dial 488 and then the number. To call
Cherokee from Bryson City, dial 7 and then the number (Smoky
Mountain Times, June 27, 1963)

A 1968: Sixty new customers in the Brush Creek, Almond and
Needmore connected to the phone system

A 1971: Direct Long Distance Dialing

A Pay phones in or around town i did you ever use them?
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1940

MY MOM'S AWFUL SMART 90 “Believe It or Not,”
: says Ripley, “Royal

KEM - GEM 508
. \ Crown has won 9
- out of 10 certified

. + M taste-tests against
R : leading colas from
- 3 # coastto coast!"” For

after-school appe-
tires keep Royal

HIGH A'rsu 2 , Crown Cola on ice!
Low " S 1 | BEST BY TASTE-TEST
:: /“ 5 ... " .
FAST BURNING | i\ . A
LONG LASTING ‘ |
\ R i — TAKE HOMI A CARTON
N 0 CLINKB'S _, : R 6 BOTTLES
o f S W & | = 12 PULL OLASSES
Phone 59 ~ a - | | ; 2 - g
FRANKLIN COAL GO. o
January 11 -
BC T|meS four family will also enjoy delicious Nehi and Par-T-Pak Beverage. Buy
P|S|them in a variety of flavors. 12 ounces of Nehi for 5c...a full quart of

Par-T-Pak for only 10c.

NEHI BOTTLING COMPANY W.C.MORGAN Bryson City, N. C.
June 6
BC Times

Note: these ads and those on succeeding pages come from the DigitalNC
archived issues of the Bryson City Times and Smoky Mountain Times, found here:
https://www.digitalnc.org/newspapers/the-smoky-mountain-times-bryson-city-n-c/.

Phone 184



https://www.digitalnc.org/newspapers/the-smoky-mountain-times-bryson-city-n-c/

December 19, 1940

Seventeen local businesses had ads in the Bryson

City Times; only two included phone numbers

OPEN EVERY NIGHT TILL CHRISTMAS

SAVE MONEY IN BELK'S WORK CLOTHES AND SHOES DEPARTMENTS

OVERALLS
Men’s 8-0z. Sanforized
Overalls with zip pock-

et. o
97¢ r-

S e A e,
OVERALL PANTS
Men’s Overall Pants

sanforized.

97 ™

PANTS

Men’s Duck Pants,
brown color, “heavy
weight.

$148

BREECHES
Laced Leg Breeches

$1.48

Belk’s Department Store,

SHIRTS
Men’s “Tractor Brand”
smooth Winter Weight
Suede Shirts. Navy
blue and tan.

79¢ each

RGN S A T
MEN’S GALOSHES
Men’s 4 Buckle Ga-

loshes for complete |

foot protection, long
wearing.

9295 Fo

“SWEET ORR”
WORK CLOTHES

" “Sweet - Orr” Work Clothes

are better. We have Pants,
Breeches and Shirts.

Shirts $1 25 to $2 25

~  MEN'S
WORK SHOES
SOLID LEATHER UPPERS,
SOLID LEATHER INNER-
SOLES
HEAVY RUBBER SOLES,

$1.98

GALOSHES
LADIES’ GALOSHES

Low, medium and high
heel.

19¢ ==

|

MEN’S WORK
SHOES
Horsehide Work Shoes
and bettr double sole
work shoes.. These

are absolutely $3.95
quality..

$2.95 rer

SHOES
Leather middle Sole
and innersole. Extra

heavy compo-sole.
pair

|

|

HOME OF BETTER VALUES

PHONE 137

BRYSON CITY N. C.

NANTAHALA

PROJECT WORKERS

WE
WELCOME YOU

FOR YOU CHRISTMAS GROGERIES

VIRGINIA ROYAL MINCE MEAT
1-1b. Jar
CRANBERRIES, Eatmore Brand
1-1b.

CONFECTIONARY SUGAR
3 1-1b. packages

SWANS DOWN CAKE FLOUR

2% Ib. packages

CHOCOLATE COVERED CHERRIES

1 Ib.

STICK CANDY
2 1b. box

ORANGES, COMBINATION

bag .

WE CAN SAVE YOU MONEY ON FRUITS

AND PRODUCE

FARMERS FEDERATION
PHONE 139 . . . MAIN STREET




1950: Still some two and three digit phone numbers

It's  LEONARD !
It’s a Big IZ”I

/fS‘ 0/2/}/ $299%

B Y =
PR s EEeE

Never Before
A“12” At A Price

© NEW MAMMOTH-SIZE 40-QT.
REFRIGERATED CRISPER, DRAWER-

3 DDUII.! WIDTH DESSERY TRAY!
© NE'W BEAUTY FEATURES!

Capacity 11.9 Cu. Pt (REMA) fri xper that goes
luL HH h)r ulueg l.«zn‘ndl

AMON Furniture Co.

Bryson City, N.C.

[- Phone 148

On lzonrd gives oulm-on- 1

EVERETT ST. oy, V=

FIX UP

B\ it Huse (Sellen

Whether you are a Busy-
Around-the-Home man or a
skilled we have
one of the most complete lines
of quality tools in town. Fo-
mous makes and keen values.

The better the tool the better the job. Easie:

YOU MUST SEE . . .

Fresta

on your time and your temper. How is that work We now have in stock a complete line of

‘: WESTERN AUTO Associate ‘m()re‘_.{ |

Home Owned and Operated by

LEO H. SUGGS

" PHONE 104 |

this wellknown Chinaware .

. All pieces

in the latest style and postel shades.

EACH PIECE AVAILABLE SEPARATELY

AT 20c TO $2.25.

BROWNING FIIIIHITIIRE

PHONE 10

BRYSON CITY
18
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1950: Purchase of two lots from the Bryson family for

iInstallation of a new automated switching station
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Swain Deed Book 5, pp 334-335

See This Editorial in the May 1, 1952 Smoky Mountain Times
celebrating the arrival of customer phone dialing in Bryson City.
While the brick building above (located in the highlighte area on the
map at left) is of a newer vintage, this property was purchased by the
phone company from the Bryson family in December, 1950, and has
remained under phone company ownership since.
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https://www.mymountainfolks.com/Articles/Telephone_Progress.pdf

The system switched to all phones
having 4-digit numbers on April 30,
1952. On that date, customers also

YOU'VE NEVER SEEN A
SEWING MACHINE LIKE

began doing their own dialing.

%5 LEONARD 5
.l

~ FASTER IERO COLD
= Just djal it here!

Glant 70-0. sere- -
cold Freezer Choet. ?

/(lonnbﬁv o [

Mw&

m"-'w

RIGHY t.l.l ll! MOISTURE
= Just dial it han
{ l Control both cold

x ond inoivivre, end ’ o b o '. .ml' DELOXE
your fosds hosp . : '
Cater by for tham : - . _ @ PR AT
over before, Bnfirely ‘c: - E PERFORMANCE
pandent of the Freexer "~ -
P peecision-
.
. \ o

no llll“ﬂl.l

Theea's no defresting, once you diel the rAght cadd

and moistore in the foed kmeping (oo partment. o
RS 49 an mxved susuiL of cous

SPACE NERE! .

174 the Crowning Ackicvement YOU o8y “m PROTECTION
i FOR ALL FOODS AT THE SAME TIMEI

g oot b e
BEAEE  pmmmvesmobipton SEEREE

s EETEEGE @)
Sossamgn Furniture Co.

rL

PHHE 48 BRYSQN CITY. N. c DiAL 2415 u “ el

April 24, 1952 May 1, 1952



Swain Communities To Get Phones in 1961

Several Swain communities will receive phone e g™ e e set, 4
service for the first time in their history in 1961, an  ¢hmirs, chrome legs, formica tgf.!
.. : condition, reasonable
official of the western North Carolina phone red, good Cole, School House
company announced Wednesday February 17. ll, phone 3262. 2-25-tf
Brush Creek, Alarka and Grassy Branch are FOR SALE: Evans oil heater,

communities slated to receive a combined total of ~ #eed condition. Phone 5781.

1-14-tL.

130 phones by April of 1961, LJ Phillips of the RSN |
phone company said. u‘“‘mlnl ltsﬁg:wﬁﬁ
At Alarka, a 400 student school is without a phone. 2% %mm' B S
| SALE: 47 Jeep, new al-
uminum top, motor overhauled
"."“ ":,.; ",‘ “'Bryson" —_ phone. 2150,
Cityo =

_:!'OR SALE: 1 screen door,
7 window screens, 8 venetian
blinds. Telephone 6482, Bertha
Cunningham, West Deep Creek
Road, Bryson City. 2-18-tf.

(February 25, 1960 Smoky Mountain Times)
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Toll free, direct dialing between Cherokee & Bryson City
June 27, 1963 Smoky Mountain Times

No toll fees will be charged for telephone calls between Bryson City
and Cherokee effective 8 AM Friday, June 28th, Thomas H Sawyer,
President of Western Carolina telephone company has announced.

This move was made to improve service between the two
communities, especially during the visitor season. A C Tysinger, area
manager, said that with the increasing number of people coming into the
Cherokee - Bryson City area and the constant calling for motel
reservations between the two towns, it was almost impossible sometimes
to find a circuit open.

Installation of new equipment, including a new cable, makes it possible
to now dial direct to Cherokee or Bryson City.

nlf you are I n Bryson City and wi sh
digit 7 and then the number you wish to call. If you are in Cherokee and
wish to call a party in Bryson City, dial 488 and then the number of the
party i n Bryson City you wish to calll



January 18, 1968 Smoky Mt Times:
Advertising with both 4- and 7-digit phone #

Furnished Trailer for rent,
Bryson Branch, Contact Mc-
 Kinney's Grocery., Phone
6217.
16-1tp

Unfurnished house on Air-
port Hill for rent. Call 4131,
Mrs, Eudora Gunn after
3:30 pm.,
17-2tp

FOR RENT 2 bedroom
house on Spring Street in Bry-
son City, Will be ready soon
to rent to some reliable per-
son, Ray Ashe, Box 673,
B n City, N.C, Phone479-
3963 Cherokee,
17-1tp

Two Registered Pharmacists To Serve You

Ready...with
Your Vitamins

For families who supplement their
diets with vitamin preparations,
we carry a complete selection.
Count on us.

BENNETT’S

TELEPHONE 3065 & 3075~

Forget your ideas about winter driving. Join the gine are standard. Add sporty options like V-6
‘Jeepster' crowd! Flip a lever—at any speed— with (or without) Turbo Hydra-Matic*® automatic
and you're in ‘Jeep’ 4-wheel drive. Choose the transmission; sports console; power brakes; air
‘Jeepster Commando' Station Wagon or the conditioning. Also Roadster model and Pick-up.
‘Jeepster’' Convertible with continental spare. A eg e e o ks byand s

!_aucket seats, 4-wheel drive and 4-cylinder en- KAI.I‘.‘R CDRPD'A‘"DN 10LE00 OO ,.:'

‘Jeepster’

f-wheel drive fun cars
You've got to drive it to believe it! See us for a test drive.

MOUNTAIN MOTORS

AIRPORT ROAD BRYSON CITY, N.C. PHONE 488-8471
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Direct long-distance
dialing arrived in 1971.

fl

[  BEGINNING

IN BRYSON CITY
on JUNE 6, 1971

ALL NUMBERS WITH 488 PREFIX

YOU CAN

DIAL YOUR OWN

Station to Station Long Distance Calls
DIAL “1" FIRST

Unless you do, your call can’t go through. Dialing “1” CONNECTS
YOU TO THE DIRECT DISTANCE DIALING EQUIPMENT. It’s
the key to faster long distance services. Enjoy DDD more by follow-

ing these tips.

Calls Within 704 Area f\‘“s Outside 704
rea

Jot down the number before dialing. First dial “1”, next the code, then

First dial “1”, THEN the telephone the telephone number. Area codes are in

number. the telephone directory or can be ob-
tained from the operator.

When Dialing

Listen for the dial tone, then dial away. Be
careful not to dial the letter “I” for the nu-
meral “1”, or the letter “0” for the numeral
“0”.

After you have completed dialing, an operator may ask for your
number. Give her your own telephone number — NOT — the num-

ber you are calling.
Remember — Direct Distance Dialing is for station-to-station calls
only. Other type calls should be placed in the usual manner.

Western Carolina

_TELEPHONE COMPANY

- o
The Smoky Mountain Times, Thursday, June 3, 1971 — Page§ |

|

JL—
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elevision
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WLOS TV

A WLOS Asheville Television
translator was put into operation
 here W, . The 80 foot
tower is located at Sherrill’s
Gap near Bryson City.

The translator picks up the
WLOS Channel 13 signal and
re-transmits it on Channel 8.

Terry Beeler, WLOS associate
engineer, said this week that
those in the immediate tower
area can pick up this signal on
rabbit ears, but that most people
in the Bryson City area not al-
ready receiving WLOS on Chan-
nel 13 will need a Channel 8
antenna.

Those in this area who are
now receiving a clear WLOS

Sep 12, 1963
Smoky Mt. Times

Translator

Put Into Operation

Channel 13 signal will continue
to do so, and reception will not
be affected by the translator.

. Lewis Sherrill is the local
maintenance supervisor for the
translator. Those who have ques-
tions about the translator -re
asked to contact him.

He can also answer questions
about picking up the Channel 8
signal.

Including labor, engineering,
and materials WLOS spent some
$4,000 for the erection of the
translator. Cornelius Laws do-
nated the site.

A sixty degree beam is tele-
cast by the translator, covering
a broad area of Bryson City. Ac-
cording to Mr. Beeler, some per-
sons will not be able to receive
the signal because of terrain,
small coves and hollows, but the
over-all effect will be to greatly
expand coverage of the Bryson
City area.

Immediate WLOS plans in-
clude translators for Sylva,
gx_-anklin. Cherokee, and Spruce

ine.

Relatively Snow-free Television Arrives: 1963

We hope all residents of the Bryson City area are now
able to receive a first-class picture from WLOS-TV. All
viewers in this area have an alternative of using either
Channl 13 or the newly activated Channel 8,

If you have an all-channel rotor antenna, you should
be able to receive an acceptable picture on Channel 8
or Channel 13. If in the past you receive a good picture
on Channel 13, you can now continue to do so.

To receive a first-class picture on Channel 8, you need
to point your antenna at Sherrill Gap. R
Should you have ¢ Channel 13 antenna, it will only be
effective when pointed toward the WLOS-TV transmit-
ter on Mt. Pisgah.

Another alternative would be to have a Channel 8
antenna installed pointing toward the WLOS-TV trans-
lator ot Sherrill Gap.

s |
Through use of one of these systems, you should be
able to receive a first-class WLOS-TV picture.

Sep 19, 1963
Smoky Mt. Times

WLOS-TV .... Ch. 8 and 13
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WFBC (NBC 1 Greenville) and WSPA (CBS T Spartanburg) arrive

NEW

WEBC was Double 5 & H

originally at
Sherril | disecadSHop

May 6, 1965 Larger Order
SM Times

It was moved tomﬂ (LEANERS

PHONE 4715
Fry Mountain Everstt st.  Bryson City

later that year T

Will Open For Season Safurday, May 8th

WFBC-TVY
The exdfing and colorful programs of
WFBC-TV now can be seen in fhe
‘Bryson (ity area on
CHANNEL 2

WFBC-TV, Channel 2 in this area
“Giant of the Southern Skies”

T TS

e

GREEN STAMPS ~

TO THIS/AREA

WSPA - TV AND CBS PROGRAMS CAN NOW
BE SEEN IN THE BRYSON CITY AREA ON

Translator Channel 11

In response to t cmanyroqnhfromth people in and

around Bryson City, WSPA_TV i now making avaik ble its
program service over & new television translator. The WSFA.- Now See These and Others From CBS:
TV Channel 11 translator is on Fry Mountain, 3.8 miles south ® Gomer Pyle, USMC. . . In Color
“"“Mu"’—‘w' / @ Hogan's Heroes. . . In Color
This transiator pdcks up the color and black and white S
WSPA-TV, CHS programs from the main transmilter on ®Lassie. . . In Color

Hogback Mountain lnd rebroadonsts them on Chamnel 11
This service is made avallable to viewers in Whittier, Bira-
town, Greens &nl. Sav-nmn, Gay, Alarka, Almond ano

® CGunsmoke . . . A Top Western
®Dick Van Dyke Show

O®CBS Thursday Night Movie

® Andy Griffith. . . In Color

® Red Skelton. . Tuooday Nights

For lmnl rﬂ"p(mn o this new signal, tum your mtenna

EIUOY IOP RATED (BS PROQAMS NFL PRO FOOTBALL AND
FINE LOCAL PROGRAMS - MANY IN COLOR!

CE=TEHIrRAWS PA-T VA

CHANNEL 7
CHANNEL 11 IN THE ~"VEON CITY AREA

Owned and Operated by The Sparis ina Co m_wunjlmm

Dec 20, 1965 SM Times 27




The idea of Cable TV coming to the area was
broached in the fall of 1979

Would You Be Interested in

CABLETV
In The Bryson City Area?

We're sampling the interest.

Please Check Below And Return At Once To:
Stanley’s TV Service

PO Box 396 laeger, WV 24844
| ]Yes, | am interested

Ad: Sep 13 & Sep 20, 1979
Smoky Mt. Times

The Bryson City Board of
Aldermen, during regular
session September 10, was
asked to consider a request
granting a franchise to a West

Virginia man for operating a

' cable television service in
Bryson City and surrounding -
areas .

" Masel Stanley of laeger,

( -West Virginia, owner of

Stanley’s TV Service in laegar

:,mm&dmmn

Cable TV For
Bryson City?

ney Joe Pachnowski stated
that it was his understanding
that Jackson County has a
ruling from ‘the Attorney
General that the county may
not contribute to the Com-
mittee for Lower Cost Power
unless the state’s Legislature
approves. However, Alderman
Clydé Bates said he did not
believe that this opinion
applied to Bryson City and
Swain County as they afe

in the proceding.
The board instructed Pach-
nowski to obtain a ruling from
the Attorney General.

A letter was read from Dr.
W.E. Mitchell of Bryson City
in which he proposed to donate
a 40-foot strip of land between
Everett and Slope Streets (in
Bryson Bottoms) to the town.
The strip could serve future
development in the bottoms
area, including the proposed
county facility building. Alder-
man T.A. Sandlin made a
motion, unanimously
amed,toaeceptﬁnstnd
for dedication as ‘“Mitchell
Street.”

Sep 20, 1979
Smoky Mt. Times
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Cable television arrival: Top, front page coverage

S

Swain County Commissioners granted a county franchise the following month.
29



