
FBCC REMEMBERS

Communication and Education

Changes in the Bryson City (and surrounding) area since ~1940
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Friends of the Bryson City Cemetery
Don Casada, April 13, 2023



Subjects proposed for consideration & added suggestions

(discussion preference in parentheses)

ÅCommunication (1)

Å Education (2 - tied)

Å Tourism (2 ïtied)

Å Travel (3)

Å Land Use (4 ïtied)

ÅBusiness establishments (4 ïtied)

ÅMedical (5)

Å Churches (6 ïtied)

Å Utilities (6 ïtied)

ÅChildhood then vs. now

ÅGrowth in and/or changing societal challenges (drug use, single-parent 

families, crime of now vs. then)

ÅIntrusion of ñoutlandersò

ÅPolitics then vs. now

ÅLoss of/changing value systems: willingness to be dependent on 

government, change in work ethic: ñWhere Are All the 12 Year Olds 

That Used to Mow the Yardò (Ray Stevens)
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Charleston & Bryson City Post Office Locations

1. 1872 to at least 1889: DK Collins Store (DK was postmaster)

2. 1889 to ~1932: Location is unknown

3. ~1932 to 1942: Everett Street building now housing The 

Artsy Olive & Gourmet from 

4. 1942 to 1964: Ground floor of Main Street building erected 

by Thurman Leatherwood & McKinley Edwards, now Jimmy 

Macôs

5. Feb 10, 1964 to Federal building from Feb 10, 1964 to ???? 

(after Jan 6, 2000, when Bryson Bottoms property was sold 

by Mitchells)

6. ~2001 to present: northeast side of Slope Street
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See locations marked by number on the following sheet

All known locations of the Charleston/Bryson City Post Office are on land 

which was owned by at least one individual now buried in the Bryson City 

Cemetery.



Charleston/Bryson City P.O. locations over time
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Everett Street post office, August 30, 1940
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~1932 to 1942 Post office location

Today: The Artsy Olive & Gourmet



1942 to 1964 Post office location

Today: Jimmy Macôs Restaurant

7



Individuals buried in the Bryson City Cemetery who once 

owned the land where the Bryson City Post Office has resided

1. Alfred & Lucy Raby Cline, D.K. & Mattie Franks & Ellen Sheffey
Collins, James Robert Collins

2. Location not known

3. T.D. & Mary Bryson, H.J. Elmore, Margaret Welch, Minnie Welch 
Elmore, Charlie & Ellen Welch, McKinley & Annie Edwards, 
Thurman & Nell Leatherwood

4. Alfred & Lucy Raby Cline, M.H. Mendenhall, W.C. & Emma 
Mendenhall, W.F. Cooper, F.G. & Mary Stallcup Case, Mary Stallcup 
Case & W.B. Garrett, D.K. Collins, Mattie McLean, Annie & 
McKinley Edwards, Thurman & Nell Leatherwood, Robert Jackson 
Leatherwood

5. Alfred & Lucy Raby Cline, Samuel Conley, J.A. & Laura Cooper

6. T.D. & Mary Bryson and children T.D. and D.R. Bryson, Dr. W.E. 
Mitchell
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Cost of standard letter stamp since 1920 compared to 

price equivalent to buying power of 2¢ in 1920
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Bottom line: the cost of stamps in 

2023 has gone up  more than 

twice the rate in purchasing power 

of U.S. currency since 1920



Telephone Service
Å Bryson City Telephone Company was incorporated by R.L. Sandidge and J.L. 

Gibson on January 31, 1906.  It took all of two days from when they signed and 

mailed the papers until they were registered by the NC Secretary of State.

Å Before incorporation (January 2), Sandidge and Gibson had acquired exclusive 

rights to erect, operate and maintain a telephone system in Bryson City.  The town 

was to receive a phone for free use by police or city officers.  The town was also to 

receive 1% of the net telephone system earnings.

Å February 6, 1906: County Commissioners authorized erection of telephone poles 

along public roads wherever needed.  In December, they authorized installation of a 

phone in the courthouse.

Å The phone system was not to charge more than $1.50 per month for a home phone 

or $2.00/month for a business location. Charges for connections to points outside 

the system were not to exceed 25¢.

Å In August, 1906, BC Telephone Company leased ñthe two front rooms on second 

floor of a certain brick building owned by the party of the first parté..in which the 

said Telephone Company has its Central Station.ò Rental fee was $50/year, with 

free use of ñthe phone placed in the hallway of said building.ò

Å The owners were Mary C & A.M. Bennett.  The only brick building they owned at the 

time was the newly erected Bryson City Drug Store (later Bennettôs Drug Store).

Å In 1916, BC Telephone Company purchased town lot 9 from C.W. and Mayme 

Denning and moved operations location.
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The BC Telephone Companyôs second location: Town lot 9

11Source:  Kelly Bennett Collection, Hunter Library Special Collections Photo ID: HL_MSS21-02_03_111_neg_0124

In 1919, Sandidge bought the lot from the phone company with another venture in mind, 

namelyé..  

https://southernappalachiandigitalcollections.org/


Sandidge Chevrolet; changed to Floyd Chevrolet in 1923
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Source:  Kelly Bennett Collection, Hunter Library Special Collections Photo ID: HL_MSS21-02_03_111_neg_0093

https://southernappalachiandigitalcollections.org/


Next phone system HQ: in the former home of James H. Franks, 

located just east of the courthouse
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Upper photo sources:  Kelly Bennett Collection, Hunter Library Special Collections

Upper left photo ID: HL_MSS21-02_04_118_neg_0517

Upper right photo ID: HL_MSS21-02_03_111_neg_0082

Photo of Hester Sitton and Samuel Leonard Gibson, both buried in the BC Cemetery 

(as is James H. Franks), is from Heritage of Swain County. Leonard. Gibson was a 

nephew of J.L. Gibson, one of the two original incorporators.

The Franks heirs sold town lot 10, where the home stood, to BC Telephone 

Company (BCTC) in 1921.  In 1927, S.L. and Hester Gibson bought the lot from 

BCTC; the same day, the phone company sold the operation to Western Carolina 

Telephone.  In 1930, the Gibsons sold the lot to Standard Oil Company.

https://southernappalachiandigitalcollections.org/
https://friendsofthebccemetery.org/BCC-2.php?IndividualID=860
https://friendsofthebccemetery.org/BCC-2.php?IndividualID=861
https://friendsofthebccemetery.org/BCC-2.php?IndividualID=941


In 1933, Western Carolina Telephone leased space from 

Charlie Browning in ñThe Browning Buildingò
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1937 Sanborn Map, Library of Congress



Telephone Service (continued)

ÅApril 30, 1952: switched from operator making connections to user 

dialing; all local numbers became four digits.  Location: ñBrick building 

behind Sim DeHartôs barnò

ÅDo you remember your four-digit phone number?

ÅLong distance: Operator assisted; person-to-person, station-to-

station, collect

Å1963: Toll free dialing between Bryson City and Cherokee; to call 

Bryson City from Cherokee, dial 488 and then the number.  To call 

Cherokee from Bryson City, dial 7 and then the number (Smoky 

Mountain Times, June 27, 1963)

Å1968: Sixty new customers in the Brush Creek, Almond and 

Needmore connected to the phone system

Å1971: Direct Long Distance Dialing

ÅPay phones in or around town ïdid you ever use them?
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1940

January 11

BC Times

June 6

BC Times
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Note: these ads and those on succeeding pages come from the DigitalNC

archived issues of the Bryson City Times and Smoky Mountain Times, found here: 

https://www.digitalnc.org/newspapers/the-smoky-mountain-times-bryson-city-n-c/.

https://www.digitalnc.org/newspapers/the-smoky-mountain-times-bryson-city-n-c/


December 19, 1940

Seventeen local businesses had ads in the Bryson 

City Times; only two included phone numbers
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1950: Still some two and three digit phone numbers

18



1950: Purchase of two lots from the Bryson family for 

installation of a new automated switching station
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Based on a map by HM Ramseur, CE, May 1885

Swain Deed Book 5, pp 334-335
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Still in service in 2023

See This Editorial in the May 1, 1952 Smoky Mountain Times

celebrating the arrival of customer phone dialing in Bryson City.  

While the brick building above (located in the highlighte area on the 

map at left) is of a newer vintage, this property was purchased by the 

phone company from the Bryson family in December, 1950, and has 

remained under phone company ownership since.

https://www.mymountainfolks.com/Articles/Telephone_Progress.pdf


The system switched to all phones 

having 4-digit numbers on April 30, 

1952.  On that date, customers also 

began doing their own dialing.

May 1, 1952April 24, 1952
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Swain Communities To Get Phones in 1961

(February 25, 1960 Smoky Mountain Times)

Several Swain communities will receive phone 

service for the first time in their history in 1961, an 

official of the western North Carolina phone 

company announced Wednesday February 17.

Brush Creek, Alarka and Grassy Branch are 

communities slated to receive a combined total of 

130 phones by April of 1961, LJ Phillips of the 

phone company said.

At Alarka, a 400 student school is without a phone.
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Toll free, direct dialing between Cherokee & Bryson City
June 27, 1963 Smoky Mountain Times

No toll fees will be charged for telephone calls between Bryson City 

and Cherokee effective 8 AM Friday, June 28th, Thomas H Sawyer, 

President of Western Carolina telephone company has announced.

This move was made to improve service between the two 

communities, especially during the visitor season. A C Tysinger, area 

manager, said that with the increasing number of people coming into the 

Cherokee - Bryson City area and the constant calling for motel 

reservations between the two towns, it was almost impossible sometimes 

to find a circuit open.

Installation of new equipment, including a new cable, makes it possible 

to now dial direct to Cherokee or Bryson City.

ñIf you are in Bryson City and wish to call a party in Cherokee, dial the 

digit 7 and then the number you wish to call. If you are in Cherokee and 

wish to call a party in Bryson City, dial 488 and then the number of the 

party in Bryson City you wish to call,ò Mr. Tyson explained.
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January 18, 1968 Smoky Mt Times:

Advertising with both 4- and 7-digit phone #
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Direct long-distance 

dialing arrived in 1971.



Television
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Relatively Snow-free Television Arrives: 1963
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Sep 12, 1963

Smoky Mt. Times

Sep 19, 1963

Smoky Mt. Times



WFBC (NBC ïGreenville) and WSPA (CBS ïSpartanburg) arrive
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WFBC was

originally at

Sherrillôs Gap

May 6, 1965

SM Times.

It was moved to

Fry Mountain

later that year

Dec 20, 1965 SM Times



The idea of Cable TV coming to the area was 

broached in the fall of 1979
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Ad: Sep 13 & Sep 20, 1979

Smoky Mt. Times

Sep 20, 1979

Smoky Mt. Times



Cable television arrival: Top, front page coverage
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Swain County Commissioners granted a county franchise the following month.


