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Jeremiah Shank 

Jessie Shank 

Thurman Leatherwood 

IK Stearns 

Joe Stearns 

Queve Woody, Sr 

Ralph Woody 

Earl Monteith 

Harry Seay 

WR Hupp 

Inez Calhoun 

JR Warren 

Walt Martin* 

John Millsaps 

Ernest Welch 

Bob Abbott 

Willard Wheeler 

John W Dorsey 

* Currently no marker 
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È Kitchens Lumber  Twentymile Creek - 1906 PA 

È Montvale Lumber   Eagle Creek ï 1905  SC 

È Ritter Lumber  Hazel Creek - 1904  OH 

È Norwood Lumber  Forney Creek - 1910  WV 

È Champion Fibre   Noland to Luftee - 1907  OH 

È Whitmer-Parsons  Raven Fork ï 1909  WV, DE 

Company Location ï start date Inc. State 

 

They came, they sawed, they swept the land clean.  And then left. 

Rail service reaching the area in the latter part of the 19th 

century enabled access to area timber resources 

A notable exception: Alarka Lumber Company.  Principal investors included 

President Arthur Brooks, M.C. and Lois Brooks Close (owners of what would 

later be M.C. Close Hardware ï now Clampitt Hardware), and Jack Coburn.  All 

are buried in the Bryson City Cemetery. 

NOTE: Names listed throughout in white italics are buried in the BC Cemetery 
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È Incorporated on December 5, 1903 

È Corporate headquarters: Bryson City, North Carolina 

È Three hundred shares of stock at $50/share 

È Subscribed stock holders (all of Bryson City) and acquired 

shares: 

Á Jeremiah Shank 121 shares 

ÁE.J. Wheeler    48 shares 

Á J.W. Talley    43 shares 

ÁW.R. Burritt    71 shares 

Á John Dillon    17 shares 
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While there have been patents issued to 

natives of Bryson City, these may be the only 

patents issued to someone living in our fair 

town at the time. 
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È ñThat the business of said corporation shall be the dealing 

in and manufacture of wood pumps, porch columns, wood 

turnings of all kinds, rough and dressed lumber of all 

classes and kinds, building materials of all kinds, shingles, 

furniture and all kinds of implements, utensils and other 

articles made and manufactured from wood or a 

combination of wood and metal, and the building and 

repairing of machinery of all kinds.ò 

È ñSaid corporation shall have full power to own and operate 

saw mills, planing mills, shingle mills, dry kilns and all other 

machinery and apparatus necessary and convenient for the 

successful conduct of their business.  Also full power to buy, 

sell, lease and own real estate including timber lands and 

standing timber.ò 
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ñI remember as a very young attorney I was called upon by Mr. J. Shank 

to prepare a Charter for the parent Company, known as the Bryson City 

Pump Works Company.ò 

 

ñI have appreciated their integrity and the part the Company has played in 

carrying the economy of our County through various recessions of the 

past sixty-one years, always meeting its obligations and furnishing 

employment for our citizens and a home market for their timber.  In fact, it 

has been our most important industry, and I again wish to congratulate 

the Company for its unusually fine record and wish it many more 

successful years. 

 

Sincerely, 

S.W. Black 

President, Bryson City Bank 
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ñUnlike the northern, or hard white 

poplar, it will stand exposure to sun 

and rain without check or decay.ò   
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Franklins 

A.J. and Sallie Keener Franklin to Jeremiah Shank and EJ Wheeler (June, 1903) 11 



Kizer 

Franklins 

Franks 
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È In 1902, W.W. Kizer of Pennsylvania sold the property to 

Moore and Dickson of Buncombe County for $1,033.34 

È The Kizer to Moore/Dickson sale noted that it included: 

ÁEngines 

ÁBoilers 

ÁExcelsior machines 

ÁSaws 

Á Fixtures and other machinery of whatever sort 

È Moore & Dickson sold to BC Pump Works in 1904 for $900 
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Leatherwood home 

Rail car 
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First Baptist 

Episcopal 

School, 

Masonic Lodge Methodist 

Early courthouse 

BC Cemetery 

Bryson City Pump Works 

just out of photo 
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Asheville Citizen, January 27, 1913 

ñBryson City now owns its electric light and power plant and is 

making special efforts to land manufacturing industries.  The 

water supply is one of the best in the state and a good fire 

department has been organized.  Sewer lines have been laid in 

the principal streets of the town and a good band has been 

organized to give summer concerts. 

 

The Bryson City Pump Works, which manufactures columns and 

liquor logs, is now running day and night in order that it may keep 

up with its orders, the output being shipped to all portions of the 

United States.ò 
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È Alarka 

È Peachtree 

È Hornbuckle & Shut-In 

È Couches Creek 
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* * * 



WR Hupp Jeremiah 

Shank 

Joe 

Stearns 
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