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A very likely incomplete list of CWT employees buried
at the BC Cemetery

Jeremiah Shank
Jessie Shank
Thurman Leatherwood
IK Stearns

Joe Stearns
Queve Woody, Sr
Ralph Woody
Earl Monteith
Harry Seay

WR Hupp

Inez Calhoun

JR Warren

Walt Martin*
John Millsaps
Ernest Welch
Bob Abbott
Willard Wheeler
John W Dorsey

* Currently no marker



The period surrounding the turn of the 20" century
was a time of incredible change for the area

Rail service reaching the area in the latter part of the 19t
century enabled access to area timber resources

Company Location 1_start date Inc. State
£ Kitchens Lumber Twentymile Creek - 1906 PA
£ Montvale Lumber Eagle Creek 1T 1905 SC
e Ritter Lumber Hazel Creek - 1904 OH
e Norwood Lumber Forney Creek - 1910 WAV
e Champion Fibre Noland to Luftee - 1907 OH
e Whitmer-Parsons Raven Fork 1 1909 WV, DE

A notable exception: Alarka Lumber Company. Principal investors included
President Arthur Brooks, M.C. and Lois Brooks Close (owners of what would
later be M.C. Close Hardware T now Clampitt Hardware), and Jack Coburn. All
are buried in the Bryson City Cemetery.

NOTE: Names listed throughout in white italics are buried in the BC Cemetery3



Before them all was Bryson City Pump Works, which
came and set down roots

e Incorporated on December 5, 1903
e Corporate headquarters: Bryson City, North Carolina
£ Three hundred shares of stock at $50/share
e Subscribed stock holders (all of Bryson City) and acquired
shares:
A Jeremiah Shank 121 shares
A E.J. Wheeler 48 shares
A J.W. Talley 43 shares
A W.R. Burritt /1 shares

A John Dillon 17 shares



Eugene J Wheeler received two patents while working

for Bryson City Pump Works
UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. il """

E. J. WHEELER,

COMBINED AUGER HEAD AND REAMER.
. AFPLICATION TILED SEPE. 5, 1447,
LEUGENE J. WHEELER, OF BRYSON CITY, NORTH CAROLINA.

'COMBINED AUGER-HEAD AND REAMER. '“L:?'E
No. 879,075. Specification of Letters Patent. -

Patented Feb, 11, 1908,
Application filed September 6, 1907, Serial No. 391,604,

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFIOE

EUGE“{D J. WHEELER, OF BRYSON CITY, NORTH CAROLINA.

BORING-MACHINE.

No. 858,430, 'Specification of Letters Patent.

_ Patented July 2, 1907.
Application filed April 7,1906, Serial No. 810,632,

While there have been patents issued to

natives of Bryson City, these may be the only
patents issued to someone living in our fair
town at the time.
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Bryson City Pump Works business
(per incorporation charter)

NThat the business of said co
In and manufacture of wood pumps, porch columns, wood
turnings of all kinds, rough and dressed lumber of all

classes and kinds, building materials of all kinds, shingles,
furniture and all kinds of implements, utensils and other

articles made and manufactured from wood or a

combination of wood and metal, and the building and
repairing of machinery of all

nSai d corporation shall have
saw mills, planing mills, shingle mills, dry kilns and all other
machinery and apparatus necessary and convenient for the
successful conduct of their business. Also full power to buy,
sell, lease and own real estate including timber lands and
standing timber. oo



Excerpts from a letter of congratulations in 1964

N temember as a very young attorney | was called upon by Mr. J. Shank
to prepare a Charter for the parent Company, known as the Bryson City
Pump Works Company. 0

N1 happreeated their integrity and the part the Company has played in
carrying the economy of our County through various recessions of the
past sixty-one years, always meeting its obligations and furnishing
employment for our citizens and a home market for their timber. In fact, it
has been our most important industry, and | again wish to congratulate
the Company for its unusually fine record and wish it many more
successful years.

Sincerely,
S.W. Black
President, Bryson City Bank



The “Pump Works” name came along

with Jeremiah Shank

J. SHANK, President. J. C. A. LEPPLEMAN, Secretary and Treasurer.
G. M. McCARTY, Vice-President, A. WILKIN, Asst. Secretary and Treasurer.

CONSOLIDATED PumMP WORKS,
MILLINGTON TENN.

TOLEDO OHIO.

' Wood Pumps, Chain Pumps,
. g Rubber Buckets, Etc.,
MANUFACTURERS OF

< Dootr and Window Screens,
Porch Columns, Wood Turnings.



Consolidated Pump
Works wood pumps

Made from #1 grade

southern yellow poplar

nUnl i ke the norther
poplar, it will stand exposure to sun
and rain without

IRON BOUND PATTERN STANDARD SQUARE PATTERN |

&
Heavy iron bands above and below This is the standard pattern of wood |
spout effectua“y prevent splitting at pump and dces not differ from the
spout hole. ['he greatest selling iron bound except it does not have $ o/

Wood pump ever buiit. the bands at spout. U



Location of the original business
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Locatlon of the orlglnal (V|ew of today)
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A.J. and Sallie Keener Franklln to Jeremlah Shank and EJ Wheeler (June 1903) 11
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The Kizer property, south of First Baptist, had
previously been used for manufacturing work

In 1902, W.W. Kizer of Pennsylvania sold the property to
Moore and Dickson of Buncombe County for $1,033.34 —

The Kizer to Moore/Dickson sale noted that it included:
A Engines

A Bollers

A Excelsior machines

A Saws

A Fixtures and other machinery of whatever sort

Moore & Dickson sold to BC Pump Works in 1904 for $900 —

13



Bryson City Pump Works
photo courtesy of Carol Cochran)




Turn of century view from Leatherwood Hill




It was a heady time for Bryson City

NBryson City now owns Its el ect
making special efforts to land manufacturing industries. The

water supply is one of the best in the state and a good fire
department has been organized. Sewer lines have been laid in

the principal streets of the town and a good band has been
organized to give summer concerts.

The Bryson City Pump Works, which manufactures columns and
liquor logs, is now running day and night in order that it may keep
up with its orders, the output being shipped to all portions of the
Uni ted States. o

Asheuville Citizen, January 27, 1913
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Asheville Citizen,

A number of interesting and un- |
'usual industries have located in
Swain county, but probably the
most unique of all is the Bryson
| City Pump Works. - They mpanu-|
facture several side lines, such as
'wood pump tubing, tanners liquor
' logs, and miscellaneous
' trimmings, but the chief produst
'is_solid bored colonial porch col-
Fmns,

. The uniqueness lies in the fact
' that this i{s the only concern in
gthu United States making columns
 from solid logs. Poplar logs irem
'all parts of Western North Caro-
‘{ina are shipped to Bryson, where
| they are bored the entire length

wood |

for lightness, strength, and to pre-

November 30, 1921

' vent gplitting. Next the bark is!

lturned off by sesgi-automatic
| lathes, wood trimmers. Jdnishing

'trimming and shaping the shafts
in hand lathes. Next they are
painted with white metallic paint!
and air-seasoned for three months, !
| sandpapered, smoothed and given
| & second coat of paint before crat-
ing.

Mr. S8hank, the president of the
concern, has been in the business
| for 40 years, half of which time
has been spent ip Bryson City, and
na.little amount of the city's prog-
TESS 18 (raceable to his work, ie |
and the men with him pride
themselves in the quality of their
work, and the columns manuface
tured at Bryson are in demand for
homes over Carolina and as far
north as Massachusetts.




There was extensive use of local timber;
Some examples

Alarka
Peachtree
Hornbuckle & Shut-In

Couches Creek

18
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Left to Right: Thurman Medford,

, Charlie Wall, John Barnes. John Wall,|Jeremiah Shank| Louis Cun-
ningham, Lum Medford, Ansel Hall | Bob Abbott.|C

loyt Thomas| John Millsaps, Mark Brendle, stes.



Early Bryson City},P'ump Works 'p,h@t@
(courtesy Carl Grueninger, Jr)
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Do you know of a place where some of those porch columns
are still being used?

See if you recognize any of the following sample
(Note: many more were shown in presentation; size is
reduced for web materials)
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Well, there’s here:




