Kelly Bennett Photograph Collection
WCU Hunter Library

Plus samples from the Frank Fry and Stearns-
Grueninger Collections

By: Don Casada for

Friends of the Bryson City Cemetery
August 5, 2021

Slides from a presentation at the Marianna Black Library with added comments


https://www.wcu.edu/hunter-library/find/special-and-digital-collections.aspx
https://www.wcu.edu/hunter-library/find/special-and-digital-collections.aspx

About Friends of the Bryson City Cemetery

A Incorporated as a 501 ¢ 3 non-profit in 2016
A Two principal purposes:

I Maintain the cemetery grounds

I Promote the associated area history

A Website: friendsofthebccemetery.org/
I Cemetery map
I Name searching
| Death certificates, obituaries

I Family relations within the cemetery

|

|

" Photographs
I Articles and biographical sketches


http://friendsofthebccemetery.org/

Three photographers

Frank Emmett Fry Irving Kip Stearns Kelly Edmund Bennett

(18771 1939) (1895171 1942) (18901 1974)

The photographic work of these three men, all buried within 30 yards of one another,
recorded el ements of our areaodos peopl e,

be lost to time.
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https://friendsofthebccemetery.org/BCC-2.php?IndividualID=1127
https://friendsofthebccemetery.org/BCC-2.php?IndividualID=1191
https://friendsofthebccemetery.org/BCC-2.php?IndividualID=800

FBCC & Photo Collections History with Hunter Library

A July, 2019 i Jean Douthit donated a collection of
glass plate negatives taken by her grandfather,
Frank Fry to Hunter Library

A October, 2020 i A collection of color slides taken
by I.K. Stearns which had been carefully preserved
by | . K. 0s nephew, Car | Gr
donated by Carl Grueninger Il

A April, 2021 i After taking a long detour, the Kelly
Bennett Collection made its way back home,
courtesy of Dennis Anthony



Status of Collections

A Frank FEry Collection - online

A Stearns-Grueninger Collection i primary portion is
online with supplemental annotation available;
secondary portion in digitization queue

A Bennett Collection i Over 1300 images, mostly
B&W, have been digitized; others remain.
Annotation Is ongoing.

A Hunter Library is preparing to reconfigure the web
Interface. It is hoped that the Bennett Collection
wi | | be onli ne by vyear 0s


https://wcudigitalcollection.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/search/searchterm/Frank Fry/field/all/mode/all/conn/and/cosuppress/1
https://wcudigitalcollection.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16232coll1/search/searchterm/Stearns-Grueninger Collection/field/relati/mode/exact/conn/and
https://wcudigitalcollection.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16232coll1/search/searchterm/Stearns-Grueninger Collection/field/relati/mode/exact/conn/and
https://wcudigitalcollection.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16232coll1/search/searchterm/Stearns-Grueninger Collection/field/relati/mode/exact/conn/and

A few Frank Fry images
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Everett Street Bridge




View from Everett Street Bridge, ~1905
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https://friendsofthebccemetery.org/BCC-2.php?IndividualID=813

Hewitt School, 1903
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A few IK Stearns images

11



Sarah Howell
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T. Walt Martin, George Shope
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Miss Jess Shank
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https://friendsofthebccemetery.org/BCC-2.php?IndividualID=1193

Doc Kelly, unknown at BC Cemetery north end, probably
1942




Annotation

A Supporting data for the collection was mostly non-

existent
A FBCC agreed to take the

A Help has come from multi
requested review basis

nle

ead In early annotation

narties, on a

A Identification of photo locations and subjects as
well as approximate dating has been our focus

A Some of the identifications we have extremely high
confidence In; others are more In the realm of
Informed conjecture. WE SOLICIT YOUR HELP

AND CORRECTIONS!

A Annotation will be an ongoing effort
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A few identified locations of Kelly Bennett photographs
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Samplings of snapshots by venue

In the Smoky Mountains
Bryson City
—amilies, homes

Roaming the area roads
Gatherings
Cherokees

Sporting
Rural life

Notables



In the SMmokies



. ' Ay o
o«
7' , o of
(5 1 Ll fis
*tyl ' ! e ya
!7 / z W ey L5

’ s

. Wl / ;
:f;' ' 7 r‘l’/l! - J [
VR iy e

e’

—

Fording Deep Creek, probably 1910s
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Another Ford; Kelly Bennett 2" from right; probably 1910s
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Another Ford; Kelly Bennett on right; probably 1910s




At the camp
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Will Wiggins, Kelly Bennett, unknown heading out




Sawteeth, LeConte, Mt Kephart from Hughes Ridge

Kephart
LeConte

Sawteeth




A more westward view from Hughes Ridge; includes Mt
Kephart, Newfound Gap, Mt Collins, Clingmans Dome

Clingmans
Dome Mt Collins ~ Newfound Mt Kephart

American chestnut
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two unknowns,

IK Stearns
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Looking east from Silers Bald; probably early 1910s (pre-Norwood)

Clingmans Kelly
Dome Andrews Coburn Bennett



